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INDICATION 


OF THE 
REAL M. 
AND 
Church of ENGLAND. 
From the Charge of 


Perjury, Rebellion, and Sthiſm, &c. 


* OREN 1 —- 


HOSE who charge Othets with 
Great and Odious Crimes, ought to 
be well aſſured that they have very 
plain and full Proofs, to ſupport 
their Allegations. Perjury and Re- 
bellion are ſuch heinous Sins, that 

even a ſingle Perſon (hould not lightly be ſuppoſed 

capable of committing them. But to accuſe a whole 
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Kingdom of ſuch Crimes as theſe; to repreſent {6 
many. Thouſands of their Brethren, in nothing 
worſe than themſelves, as Rebels and Traytors , 
and upon the Preſumption thereof, to Unchurch 
a National Church; and condemn all Thoſe who 
Communicate with Her Biſhops and Prieſts, as 
Schiſmaticks from the true Church of Chriſt : This 
has ſomewhat in it ſo ſhocking to Human Nature, 


that Thoſe who do it, mult either have ſuch evident 


Demonſtrations of the Truth of what they alledge, 
as cannot fairly be Gainſay'd: Or they muſt be 


confeſſed to be the moſt Uncharitable, and Unjuſt | 
of Men, in fixing upon Us fo ſcandalous a Charge, 


and which they are not able to make Good. 

What Grounds Thoſe who thus accuſe Us, have 
for the hard Cenſures which they have thought fir 
to paſs upon Us, I ſhall preſently conſider: Let me 
only firſt obſerve, that as no ſort of Men have been 
more liberal of their falſe Accuſations of Us, nor 
have more RT ronounced their Anathema's 
againſt Us, as Sc ai and Hereticks, than 
Thoſe of the Church of Rome; ſo I heartily wiſh 
that Theſe our Accuſers, who have ſhewn but too 
great an Inclination to approach towards that Church 
in Other Matters, had not been a little infected by 
them in this ſort of Carriage towards us; and learn d 
too much, both of their Language and Diſpo- 
ſition, either for their own Juſtification, or our 
Peace. | 

But as in the Caſe of the Church of Rome, there 
is nothing more clear, than that They who ſo con- 
fidently charge Us with Hereſy and Schiſm, are in 
the very Inſtances in which they accuſe Us, Them- 
ſelves apparently Guilty of Both: So I verily be- 
lieve it will in the Sequel appear, that thoſe among 
our ſelves, who do ſo freely Tax Us with Schiſ 

and 


here 
con- 
e in 
em- 

be- 
10ng 
hiſm 

an 
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and Rebelhon, are indeed themſelves the true Rebels 
and Schiſmarticks : And then I ſhall leave them to 
read their own Doom, in thoſe ſevere Sentences they 
have ſo raſhly pronounced againſt Us. 7 

To make good this Suggeſtion, tho' the Caſe of 
Thoſe who now take the Oaths to the preſent Go- 
vernment, and Communicate with the Byhops and 
Clergy who do the ſame, and are in poſſeſſion of 
the Dicceſes and Caurches of this Realm, is very 
differenc from Theirs who firſt did this, at the time 


of the Revolution: Yet that nothing may be want- 


ing to ſhew the Raſhneſs of Thoſe Enemies of our 
Country and Religion, who, upon theſe Pretences 
would Juſtify their Separation from Us; I ſhall take 
the Subject from the Beginning, and briefly conſi- 
der the Caſe of the REVOLUTION, with all 
the Conſequences of it, under theſe Three Views; 
as JUSTIFYA BLE; as DOUBTFUL 5 
as UNLAWFUL: And that, in its Beginning, 
Eſtabliſhment, and Continuance, to the Acceſſion of 
his preſent Sacred Majeſty, King GEORGE, to 
the Throne of this Kingdom. 


And 1ft, If the Revolution was Fuſtifyable ; if 


nothing was done, I do nor ſay by any particular 
Perſons (that is not my Concern) but by the Body 
of the Realm, but what was Lawfu! and Neceſſary; 
Agteeable both to the Laws of Nations, and to the 
Nature of our own Legal Conſtitution ; then J con- 


ceive, that they who ſubmitted to the Authority of 


our Glorious Deliverer King WILLIAM, and 
took the Oaths preſcribed to Him; were ſo far from 
doing any Thing amils, that it was indeed their 
Duty to do it : And that Thoſe who, rather than do 
this, Choſe to forfeit their Preferments in the 
Church, (to ſpeak the ſofteſt of them) mult have 
been greatly miſtaken ; and would do well to confi- 
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der, how They will be able to Anſwer to God for 
all the Evil they have brought upon this Church and 
arion, by ſuch their Behaviour. 

Here therefore let us take a View of our Circum- 
ſtances as they ſtood at the time when King | 
WILLIAM came over; and by the Force he | 
brought with him, and the little Inclination he met 
with in any to oppoſe Him, Accompli{h'd that great 
Change which we call the Revo/ution. fr 

No ſooner was King FAMES come to the 
Crown, but one of the firſt Things he did, was to 
own his Religion; the unhappy Ground of all our 
Misfortunes. The Duke of Monmouth landing, not 
long after, in the Weſt, and the King being obliged to 
raiſe new Forces to Oppoſe his Invaſion, many Com- 
miſſions were given out by Him to Paprſts, to com- 
mand in his Army. This, tho' directly contrary to 
the Ieſt Ac, was yet but gently Cenſured; and im- 
puted rather to the Neceſſity of the Times, than 
to any fix d Reſolution taken by the King, to Repeal 
an A& of Parliament by his own Authority; which, 
in the Conſequence of it, would be the Violation of Re 
our Fundamental Conſtitution ; by virtue whereof n 
the King alone, without his Parliament, can neithe' $$ 
Make, nor Repeal, any Laws whatſoever. But when F 
the Parliament met in November following; and theo 
King in his Speech to both Houſes declared, that Heppou 
was reſolved to continue thoſe Officers in their Poſts 1 
tho' unqualify'd by Law to hold them; when, up-Þ#/ize 
on the Commons Remonſtrance ; © That thoſe Offi-· Lau 
&* cers could not by Law be capable of their Em. In 
* ployments ; or could the Incapacities They hadfMar 
i brought upon Themſelves by the Execution of themPdic 
* be any otherwiſe taken off than by Act of Parlia ort 
* ment, which they accordingly were preparing a Bilf hat 
+ 10 do; praying, in the mean time, that the King / 
| | woulc | 1 4 
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would diſmiſs them from their Places, for this ex- 
„I preſs Reaſon, That the continuing them in their 
« Employments would be a Dieu with that (Teſt) 
ne “ Law, without an AQ of Parliament; the Conſe- 
et | "ge of which was of the greateſt Concern to all 

* His Majeſty's 12 and to all the. Laws made 
+. for the Security of our Religion: All the Return 
They met with, was a Reprimand, inſtead of a Re- 
areſs; and within a few Days after, a Prorogation 
was made of the Parliament, rather than the King 


Our | | 
not {would depart from that Diſpenſing Power which He 
to [had Illegally Uſurped : When Laſtly, to ſettle this 


Arbitrary and Illegal Authority, He cauſed His 
udges to declare, Thar the Laws of the Kingdom 
* were the King s Laws; That he might diſpenſe 

with all Penal Laws as often as Neceſfity required 
than E. And that They were Judges of the Neceſſity which 
. might induce Him to make Uſe of ſuch Diſpenſa- 
* tions ©; It plainly appeared, that He had ſet his 
on of Reſolution to introduce an Arbitrary Power ; and, 
ereof n. conſequence thereof, to deſtroy the- fundamental 
eiche imiration of the Engliſh Monarchy ; that Conflitu- 
when Fon Which at His Coronation He had Sworn, and was 
14 theffrom His firſt Acceſſion to the Crown, otherwiſe 
at Hel ound to preſerve. ' - \ 


Poſts) In purſuance of this Reſolution ; firſt an Eecleſ- 
en, up- ical Commiſſion was Eſtabliſh' d, in . 


ww, to keep the Clergy in Awe z and the Biſhop of 
r Em andon was in a little time, in a very Arbitrary 
ey badManner, Suſpended by vertue of it. Next, an in- 
f them dious Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience was ſet 
parlia$oth, in which among other Things it was Ordered, 
g 4 Bil bat Thoſe Teſts (Eftabliſh'd by Ac of Parliament) 
de Kine ſhould not at any time hereafter be required to be 

would] 74ken, or ſubſcribed by any Perſon whatſoever ”, 
The Lord Tyrconne/, a Papiſt, and an Iriſhman, and 


— 
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upon both Accounts legally Unqualified for that 
Office, was made the Chief Governor of Ireland. 
Lord Caſtlemain, another Papiſt, was ſent Ambaſſa- 
dor to Rome: The Pope's Nuncio was openly re- 
ceived : Sir R. Allibone, a Papiſt, was ſeated as a 
Judge in the King s-Bench; and Father Peters, a 
Jeſuit, and Confeſſor to the King, was openly made 


a Privy Counſellor. The Declaration for Liberty of 


Conſcience, contrary to Law, was again renewed, and 
now ordered to be Read in all the Churches of the 
Kingdom. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Six 
of the Biſhops, only for repreſenting in an humble 
Petition to the King, the Unlawfulneſs of their 


comply ing with this Command, were committed to 


the Tower, and brought to their Tryal imWeſimin- 


ſler-Hall, for High Crimes and Miſdemeanors.., In 


the Univerſity of Oxford Maſſey was made Dean of 


Chrift-Church, and commanded to be admitted with- 


out taking the Legal Oaths. By Him a Chapel was 
Prepared. in that College for Publick Meſs ; and ho- 
noured with the King's OWN Preſence. Magda- 
lene- College was fill d with Papiſts, And that Cam- 
bridge might not eſcape any better than Oxford, Fa- 
ther Francis was required to be there admitted a 
Maſter of Arts, without taking the uſual Oaths ; 
any Law or Statute to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
For refuſal hereof, the Vice-Chancellor was deprived 
of his Ofice, by the new Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſi- 
oners z and Suſpended, as to his Headſbip, ab Officio 
© Beneficio. Theſe were all direct Invaſtons of our 
Legal Conſtitution, and done in defiance of our Lars, 
by an Arbitrary Power of ſuſpending Them. 

"Tis true, when the N ſaw his Affairs in a 
dangerous Eſtate, His People diſcontented, and the 
Prince of Orange juſt ready to ſet Sail with an 


armed Force againſt Him ; He began to change his 


Meaſures, 
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Meaſures, and ſeemed inclined to give his Sub- 
jects Satisfaction. He re- called his Eccle/taſtical 
Commiſfion ; but He never own d it was Unlawful. 
He order d the Preſident and Fellows of Magdulen- 
College, who had been turn d out by his Comm / 
fioners, to be Reſtored by their Vi/izor 5 bur with- 
out any Security, that They ſhould not be turn'd 
out again upon the firſt Occaſion. Nay, to ſhew 
that He continued in the fame obſtinate Reſolu- 
tion to Rule according to his Own Will ; no ſooner 
did He hear that the Dutch Feet was driven 


back, and not like to put to Sea any more that 


Year, but He immediately ſtopp'd the Viſror, and 
forbad the Execution of his own Order; till the 
Fleet being ready to ſet Sail again, He a Se- 
cond time Directed, or rather Permitted, it to be 
Obey'd. 

But the great Stroke of all which was made of 
our Rights and Liberties, and without which the 
reſt (however great and terrible in themſelves) 
could have been of no long Duration, was the Re- 
ſolution taken to have a Prince of Wales, to per- 
petuate our Misfortunes; and .to continue Us un- 
der that Tyranny of Popery, and Arbitrary Power, 
to which we were condemned. 


Whether the Child pretended to have been 


born upon ITyinity- Sunday; after a known Miſcar- 
riage of the Qucen's upon Eaſter-Monday, was a 
real, or a ſuppoſititious Birth, I ſhall not under- 
take to ſay, But by the whole Management of 
that Affair it appeared, Thiat they were reſolved 
to have not only a Child, but a Son: And therefore 
would not truſt any-body, but ſuch as they had 
before made ſure of, to know which ir was: Or 
indeed, whether any Child was born at all. And 

B though 
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though, beſides ſeveral Others who were in the 
Chamber at the time of the Queens Delivery, 
and knew no more of what paſſed there, than 
the Princeſs of Orange, who was in Holland, or 
the Princeſs of Denmark, who was at the Bath; 
the King's Phyſicians were required to be preſent; 
and though the Child was pretended to have been 
ſtrangled in the Birth, and a good deal of Time 
was taken to bring him to Life, yet not One of 
them was ſuffered to go into the Myſtical Cloſer 
by the Bedſide, to offer any Advice, or Help, in 
that Caſe; nor did they know what had paſs'd 
there, till all was ready, and a Child was brought 
forth, and ſhewn for a Prince of Wales. 

It would not perhaps be difficult, were it need- 
ful, to prove, that that firſt Child, whatever it was, 
died the ſame Night; as the Second did the Fifth 
of Auguſt following. But the Prince of Orange 
being ſatisfied that He had now a juſt ground, in 
Right of his Wife, to demand a clear Satisfaction 
in this Matter, reſolved to come over with a 
ſufficient Force to Secure Himſelf, and to Oblige 
the King to Do both Him, and the Nation 
Juſtice. 

What the Reſult of this was, we all know: Up- 
on the Princes Landing at Torbay, the King's 
own Army deſerted Him : Many from all the 
Neighbouring Countries went in to the Prince. 
In divers other Parts of the Kingdom, the No- 
bility and Gentry roſe up in Arms, reſolving to 
join with the Prince for the Recovery of their 
Legal Rights, and the Security both of their Li- 
berries and Religion. And, to her immortal Ho- 
nour let me ſpeak it, the Princeſs of Denmark Her 
ſelf joined ſome of Theſe; and was conduQted by 

an 
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an armed Force, commanded by the then Lord 
Biſhop of London, to Oxford, to meet the Prince; 
Declaring thereby, that ſhe had more Regard to 
the Honour of God, the Security of the Church 
by Law Eſtabliſp d, and the Freedom of Her Native 
Country, than to any ties of Nature, which might- 
ſtand in Competition with them. 

Gladly were they received by that Learned, and 
well Affected Body: Who not only join d in an 
Aſſociation with Thoſe who were in Arms; but 
invited the Prince of Orange to make their Uni- 
verſity his Head Quarters; and oftered Him their 
Te too, if He had wanted it, to pay his 

my. 

— by the Progreſs of the Prince, and 
Defection of his People, the King began to treat 
about Terms of Peace. The Prince, from Hun- 
gerford, ſent him ſome very moderate Demands ; 
That the Law ſhould take Place every-where : 
That a fre? Parliament ſhould be call | -" Tar 
neither Army ſhould come within Thirty Miles of 
London: And that a branch of the Revenue ſhould 
be affiened to pay his Troops. So far was either 
that Prince, or Thoſe of the Nation, who then 
join d with him, from aiming at any Thing more 
than to reduce the King to a legal Method of Go- 
vernment, and to ſecure the Kingdom againſt 
the wicked Deſigns which his Pries and Pe- 
ſuits, concurring with the Policy of the French 
Court, had formed for the Ruin of it. 

The Kg either had not yet attained to ſuch a 
Degree of Aſſurance in Owaing his true Deſigns, 
as Openly to refuſe ſuch equitable Demands; or 
his Circumſtances, at that Time, would not ſuffer 
him to do it, He agreed to what the Prince 

B 2 propoſed ; 
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propoled ; and all good Men began to hope that 
this Affair would take a happy Turn, and end 
in a fair Accommodation between Them. But 
the contrary ſoon appeared : For inſtead of abiding 
by a free Parliamentary Enquiry into, and Set- 
tlement of the Affairs of the Realm; the Ki 
firſt ſent away the Queen, and her ſuppoſed Gill 
into Fance, and then reſolv'd to follow Himſelf : 
And, that the Kingdom might be left in the 
utmoſt Confuſion, determined not to appoint any 
Regent; nor to leave any Commiſſion for any to 
Execute the Regal Power in his Abſence. And 
therefore, having firſt thrown the Great Seal into 
the Thames; He next endeavour'd to Eſcape pri- 
yately from Feverſpam; where being accidentally 
taken, and brought back to Whieball, with all 
the reſpect due to his Character; He was yet fo 
fix d in his Mind to Deſert the Government, as 
well as to quit the Nation, that for fear of ano- 
ther Stop, He found means to procure a Paſs, to 

revent his being Seized a ſecond Time, and 
F cced to return again to his Government; which 
he evidently reſolved rather to throw up al- 
together, than Not to Govern in his own 
way. 

The Nation being thus forſaken by its King, 
and no Legal Government left in it; was forced 
to provide as well as it could for its own Safety, 
The Lords, who in right of their Peerage, are 
upon all Occaſions the Great Council of the Realm, 
met immediately at Gu:/dhall London. There 
they agreed upon a Declaration, in. which They 
profeſs'd their Reſolution to apply Themſelves 
to the Prince of Orange, © Who with ſo great 
* Kindneſs to theſe Kingdoms (they are their 


5 * 


and Church of ENGLAND. 13 


own Words) © ſo vaſt Expence, and ſo nuch Ha- 
„ zard, had undertaken, by endeavourmg to procure 
&* A Free Parliament, zo reſcue us from the imminent 
* Dangers of Popery and Slavery; and to Aſſiſt Him 
* with their utmoſt Endeavours to obtain ſuch a 
Parliament; wherein our Laws, our Liberties, 
* and Properties might be ſecured : the Church of 
England ACT, with a due Liberty to Pro- 
* teſtant Diſſenters; and in general, the Proteſtant 
Religion, and Intereſt, over the whole World, might 
* be Supporred and Encouraged : And promiſed 
* that, in the mean time, They would endeavour to 
*© Preſerve, as much as in Them lay, the Peace and 
Security of the great and populous Cities of London 
and Weſtminſter, and Parts adjacent; by taking 
* care to Diſarm all Papiſts, and to ſecure all je- 
„ ſuits and Romiſh Prieſts, who were in, or about the 
* ſame”. This Declaration was drawn by Arch- 
biſhop Sancroft, and Subſcribed not only by him, 
but by the Biſhops of Wincheſter, Ely, Rocheſter, 
Peterburgb, and ſome others of that Order; and 
was by One of Them, the Biſhop of Ely, carried to 
the Prince in the Names of the Reſt. The Prince 
ſoon came to London: And King F AMES having, 
as was before Obſerved, a ſecond time Deſerted the 
Government, and now quitted the Realm altogether, 
He took upon Him the Adminiſtration of it, as He 
had been defired both by the Lords, and Commons, to 
Do. And the better to bring the Nation to a Legal 
Settlement, directed the Lords, with the Parhamen- 
tary Commons, choſen for that Purpoſe, to meet to- 
ether at Weſtminſter in a Convention, there to Con- 
der, and Reſolve, what they had to do. They 
met; They confidered the State of the Nation: 
They declared King James's Going off, in ſuch a 
| Manner 
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Manner as I have now ſhewn, to be an Abdteation 
of the Government. That, by ſuch his Abdication, 
the Throne was become Vacant': And in the Name of 
Themſetoves, and of the Kingdom, by whom they 
were Choſen, and for whom they Added; They 
fill' d up che Vacant Throne with thoſe who ſtood 
the neareſt in the Lineal Succeſſion to it, and had 
the heſt Right of any to demand it, wiz. King 
WILLIAM and Queen MARY: The One the 
Eldeft Daughter of the late King; the other His 
Nephew ; and firſt of any in Blood except the Prin- 
ceſs of Denmark , who gave Her Conſent to this 
Eſtabliſhment. | 

And now, let me wr ask any impartial Perſon ; 
What Iniquity can juſtly be charged upon Thoſe 
' who concurr'd in this Great Affair? 

The Prince of Orange was a foreign Prince ; no 
Subject of King Zames. He had a great Intereſt in 
the Welfare of the Realm, as well as a near Right 
in the Succeſſion to the Imperial Crown of it. And 
if he thought himſelf obliged, upon both theſe Ac- 
counts, to force that King to give both Himſelf, and 
the Nation fatisfattion; I do not ſee but that He 
very lawfully might do it, and ought not to be 
blamed for the Method he took to accompliſh it. 
What is in the Heart of Man We neither can Judge, 
nor ought eaſily to ſuppoſe. His open Profeſſions 
were, to aſſiſt an Oppreſſed Nation in the Recovery 
of its Legal Rights; to ſecure the Eſtabliſh d Religi- 
on againſt Popiſh Superſtition and Idolatry ;, and to 
have a proper Aſſurance given him, that He ſhould 
have no foul Play in the Buſineſs of the Succeſhon, 
to which the Prince ſs, his Wife, had ſo fair a Claim. 
And who can ſay that in this He did not act as be- 
came a wiſe, and brave Prince ; a -Friend to Liber- 
ty, 
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ty, and a worthy Defender of the Reformed Reli- 
gion Eſtabliſh's among Us? I am ſure Archbiſhop 
Sancroft, and his Suffragans, when the moſt preſs d 
by King James, would not be prevailed with to de- 
clare their Abhorrence of it. 

As for Thoſe among our ſelves who refuſed to Op- 
poſe the Prince; who fate ſtill, and only wiſhed 
well to this good Defign, but were tender of acting 
one way or other; They cannot ſurely be blamed: 
Unleſs what was a. Sin in that Prince ro Artempr, I 
mean to Rule contrary both to the Laws of the 
Land, and his own Oath, was ſo far a Duty in the 
People to comply with, as to oblige them to joyn 
their Force with a perjured Prince; to aſſiſt Him 
againſt their own Deliverer ; and to hinder him 
from being obliged ro obſerve his Oath hereafter ; 
and to Govern his Subjects with Juſtice, and 
Equity. 

Nor, indeed, can I condemn Thoſe, who having 
no other View but meerly to reduce the King to rea- 
ſon; and to Oppoſe thoſe Un-Commiſſon'd, and 
Un Cmmiſſionable Forces, which He had raiſed to 
enable Himſelf to accompliſh his wicked Ends of 
Overthrowing both the Religion, and Liberties of 
the Nation ; not to touch the Perſon of the Kine, 
or to Deprive Him of his Lega/ Power, and Autho- 
rity, (which it does not appear that Thoſe who 
either roſe in favour of the Prince of Orange, or 
went in to Him, defign'd to do,) 00k up Arms up- 
on that extraordinary Occaſion. Every body allows 
it to be lawful to withſtand an Unjuſt Violence and 
Oppreſſion: And every body knows that thoſe who 
pretend to be Commiſion d by the King to do any Ile- 
gal A#, are indeed, in the Eye of the Law, not Com- 
miſhon'd at all. That therefore to Oppoſe ſuch Per- 
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ſons, who have only the Name of a Common, but 
have truly none at all; and not ſubmit to their Un- 
Juſt Attempts, muſt be Lawf/, is certain: As Lato- 
ful, as it would be to Reſiſt a Band of Robbers, or 
Banditti; who have every whit as much Legal Au- 
thority to Rob, Plunder, and cut Throats, as ſuch 
Officers, or Soldiers, to Oppreſs any Engliſh Subject, 
contrary to the Laws of the Realm; which are the 
Meaſure of the Prince's Power, as well as the Di- 
reCtors of the Subjects Duty. 

But in the preſent Caſe, there is yet leſs Diffi- 
culty: Thoſe who roſe when the Prince landed, did 
nothing. Their Numbers, and the Readineſs which 
they ſhew'd to have Aſſiſted Him, if there had been 
Occaſion, happily kept all quiet; and Determined 
the King to take the ſafe, hut ignominious Reſolu- 
tion, of Running away out of his Kingdom; as 
not daring boldly to defend, what he had unjuſtly 
Attempted. 

The only Qweftion that I can imagine to have any 
Doubt in it, is; Whether King 7A MES's going 
off in ſuch a Manner as He did, was in Truth an 
Abdication of the Government? I do not ſay, Whe- 
ther He meant to Abdicate it? That is not the Que- 
{tion : But, whatever he meant, Whether it was not 
really ſo in the Eye of the Law? And whether Thoſe 
of the Convention who declared it ſo to be, had not 
good Grounds for ſuch their Opinion, and Reſolu- 
tion? 

Now this is none of my Concern to determine; 
nor were the People, at that time, any more con- 
cerned in it. Their Repreſentatruves, whoſe proper 
Buſineſs it was, with the Lords, determin'd the 
Point for them : And either ſuch Matters muſt never 


be Reſolved at all, or it muſt be granted that the 
| Nation 
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Nation ought to have been, as it was, concluded by 
their Determination. Bur, if what all Writers agree 
in; be true, That a Prince may Abdicate by Allions, 
as well as by Words; nay, by Actions againſt Words 
(for a Proteſtation againſt Fact is of zo Force) I 
would then be glad to know, and ſhall leave it to 
the Conſcience of Mankind to judge, Whether any 
plainer Evidence could have been given by any Prince 
of his Dereliction of the Government, than King 
FAMES did here give. He disbanded his Armp : 
He burnt the Parhament Writs which he had ſealed 
in order to the Meeting of that Parliament, which 
was both to have ſettled the Nation, and to have ſe- 
cured his Own Throne: He threw away the Great 
Seal, the main Source of all the Legal Adminiſtra- 
tion: He ran away privately from his own Servants, 
after he had ſent the Queen, and her pretended Sn, 
into France: Being brought back the firſt time to his 
Palace, he ſoon after choſe to go to Rocheſter, on 
purpoſe that he might the more eaſily {lip out of the 
Kingdom. He forſook the Realm, and left no man- 
ner of Commiſſion with any body, to Adminiſter the 
Government in his Name: And, if what was then 
commonly reported, and I believe truly, may be 
added ; He did all this by the Advice of the French 
Ambaſſador, on purpoſe to leave the Kingdom in Con- 
fuſion; and with an Opinion, that We ſhould never 
be able to agree upon the Settlement of it; but 
ſhould be obliged, in a little rime, to ſend for him 
back, and to Receive him again upon his own Terms. 
This King FAMES, in Tad, did: And this all 
Thoſe who have written upon theſe Subjects, affirm 
to amount to an Abdication. And it is not denied, 
but that an Abdication does certainly deprive any 
Prince of his Authority. 4 the Polanders reſolved 
Wm 
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tion; Whether King Z AMES's ConduQQ, after 
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in the Caſe of Henry the Third of Fance; who up- 
on the News of his — Charles the IXth's Death, 
running away privately from Cracow, in like manner 
as King 7AM Es did from Rocheſter, was ad judged 
to have thereby Abdicated the Royal Dignity; and 
They accordingly declared the Throne thereupon to 
be Vacant, and proceeded to fill it up, as our Con- 
vention did. | 
Having ſaid thus much in Vindication of the Re- 
volution itſelf; which, for theſe Reaſons, I conceive 
to be fairly 1 (I am ſure they muſt ſuffice 
abundantly to ſhew, that Thoſe who acted upon theſe 
Principles, as believing them to be Right, ought not 
to be branded with the Odious Names of Rebels, and 
Traytors; of Perjured Perſons, and the like.) - 
I now proceed to Confider this Caſe under a lower 
View, and to Suppoſe what was done at the Revo/u- 
tion to have been DOUBTFUL: I do not mean as 
to what concerns the Prince of Oranges Coming 
hither to reſcue this Nation from the Arbitrary Go- 
vernment of King FAMES, and to demand Satiſ- 
faction in what He had himſelf, by His Princeſs, a 
Right to; For that I take to have been without doubt 
Latoful: No nor yet as to Thoſe who, as I before 
ſtated it, appeared in Arms to have Supported the 
Prince in his juſt Demands, ſhould the King have 
made Uſe of any Unjuſt, and Legal, Force, to have 
Oppoſed Him withal; for that alſo I conceive to be 
as plainly Lawfy/; whilſt nothing was done to De- 
ride the King of his Crown, or Legal Preragative; 
2 merely to Reduce the Unlawful Extent of it, to 
the juſt Bounds of our Laws, and Conſtitution. The 
only Point in which any Doubt can be ſuppoſed, 
muſt be in what was afterwards done by the Conven- 
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the Prince was landed, and had entred upon a Treaty 
with Him; and it was agreed between them to refer 
all Matters to the Judgment of a Free Parliament; 
in cutting off all Poſſibility of Aſſembling ſuch a Par- 
hament, in Disbanding his Army, and Running out 
of the Kingdom, without leaving Authority for any 
one to Execute the Rega/ Power in his Ablence, did 
amount to an Abdication; as the Lords, and Commons, 
in their Convention, declared it to have done; S9 
that they were at liberty to put King WILLIAM, 
and Queen MART, into the Throne? Now ſuppo- 
ſing this to have been DOUBTFUL, yet till I at- 


- firm, that this being done by Them, the People 


were Obliged to acquieſce in it; and to Submit to 
the Perſons ſo Recognized by that Convention, as 
King, and Qucen. 

And this brings the whole Matter in debate to its 
proper Iſſue. Ot thoſe who either Came over with 
the Prince, or Appeared in Arms on his Side; Or even 
Voted , as Members of that Convention, that K. 
ZAMES's Flight was an Abdication; and that thereby 
the Throne was become Vacant; and Decreed to fill 
it with King WIL LIAM and Queen MART, not 
many are living; and for Thoſe rhat are, their Caſe 
IS particular. If they did any thing Amils, let 
Them look to it; They are to Anſwer to God for 
what they did. All that the Body of the Nation was 
then concerned to be ſatisfied in, was; Whether, be 
the Revolution, in that reſpect, Juſtihable, or not; 
yet when once the King and 2yeen were Procluim- 
ed by Order of the Convention, and Received and Re- 
cogmzed by the Generality of the People, were 
Crown'd with the Imperia! Crown of this Realm ;, and 
Inveſted with all the other Rega/za that any of our 
Kings, or Queens, RT wont to be Ayes" 
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ted, or Inveſted withal; It did not from thenceforth 
become the Duty of every Engliſh Subject to Submit 
to them as King and Qucen; and to take the Oaths 
preſcribed by Law, for the better Aſſurance of his 
Faith, and true Allegiance to Them? 

Now This is a Queſtian which, if Thoſe who 
beſt underſtand our Laws, may be Judges, admits 
of no Diſpute: Both our Common, and Statute Law, 
agreeing in this Point, as the Bafis and Foundation 
of all our Legal Obedience; that, by the King, in all 
our Laws, we are to underſtand the u who is in 
Poſſeſhon of the Government; tho' at the ſame time 
there ſhould chance to be ſome other Claimant, ot 
of Poſſeſſion, who, to appearance, had the better 
Right and Title to the Crown. 

might produce many Authorities in proof of 
this; But they have been ſo fully Collected to my 
Hand, and all the Exceptions made to them fo clear- 
ly anſwered by Dr. Higden * ( Himſelf for ſome 
Years a Nen. Juror, till convinced by thoſe Autho-- 
rities, and Arguments, He afterwards publiſhed: ) 
that I ſhall chuſe rather to refer my Reader to His 
Diſcourſe, than enlarge upon ſo known a Truth. It 
may ſuff ce to mention only the Words of my Lord 
Coke t, wno had no Intereſt to ſerve by ſuch an Ex- 
poſition, but that he knew it to be the true Law of 
the Realm. P. 7. Where Expounding the Meaning 
of Noſtre Seigneur le Roy in the Statute of the 25") 
Edw. III. c. 2. He affirms l, That this Act is to be 
* z#nderſtood of a King in Poſſeſſion of the Crown 


View of the Engliſh Conſtitution. 
+ Tnſtit, Part 3. Chap. 1. 
See View, p. 81, Oc. Chap. vi. 
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« and Kingdom: For if there be a King Regnant in 
* Paſſeſſion, altbo He be Rex de Fafto et non de 
Jure, yet 1s He Seigneur Le Roy within the Par- 
4 view of this Statute : And the Other thut has Right, 
« and is Out of Poſlefion, is not within this AH. 
« Nay, if Treaſon be committed againſt a King de 
« Fadto, et non de jure, afzer the King de Jure comes 
* to the Crown, He ſhall puniſh the Treaſon done 
< againſt the King de FaQto; and @ Pardon Granted 
* by — de Jure, that zs not alſo de Facto, is 
« Void 
- Whatever doubt then there may be concerning che 
Abdication of King FAMES, and, in conſequence 
thereof, the Forferture of his Right; there can be no 
doubt but that King WIL L IAM and Queen MARY 
were Proclaimed King and Queen of this Realm; 
Were Grown'd as ſuch; Were in Poſſeſſon of the 
Government; Did Adminiſter It; and Conxinued ſo 
to do to their Lives End. And therefore, by the 
Terms of our Law, and the Judgment given pur- 
ſuant to it for many Reigns paſt, They were the 
King and Qucen to whom our Allegiance was due; 
and to whom we were bound (if required) to ſwear 
that Allegiance ;, Even tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe it to be 
doubtful whether King FA MES was not unjuſtly 
laid aſide, and did not ſtill Continue to have a Right 
to the Crown. 
How far theſe Confiderations did once appear to 
be Convincing to Some of Thoſe, who afterwards 
went off to the Non-Juring Party, I cannot tell: But 
in Juſtice to Our Selves, who are now ſo ſcanda- 
louſly aſperſed, as if we had no Ground for our 
Opinion; no Colour of Law, or Reaſon, whereby 
to Support our Sxbmffhon to the preſent Govern- 
ment; | muſt here Obſerve, what many yet alive 
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know to be true, that ſeveral of Them, ( the very 
Heads and Leaders of the Party) were at the begin- 
ning of the ſame mind with Us, and Reſolved to 
Submit, as We did, to Thoſe whom the Providence 


? 7 


of God had Set over Us. 1 40% 

Dr. HICKES was fully convinced of the Law- 
fulneſs of taking the Oathe to King Wi/ham and 
Queen Mary. A Friend of his, ſtill living, ( who 
can Juſtify the Truth of what 1 am relating) was 
with Him at Worceſter, when he reſolved to take 
Them; And in Order to his more Solemn taking of 
Them, determined to Go to London, and do it pub- 
lickly There. His Friend, fearing what afterwards 
came to paſs, would. fain have perſuaded Him to 
continue at Morceſter. He ſuggeſted to Him the 
Danger of his being Aſſaulted by his Acquaintance at 
London, and brought off from his good Reſolution. 
The DoQtor was almoſt angry with him : He asked 
him whether he thought him ſuch a Child, as not 
to know when he was ſatisfied of what he had to do; 
Or not to have Steddineſs enough to att according to 
his Perſuaſion? Under this good Diſpoſition the 
Doctor went up to London. His Friend met him 
upon the Road, and again Cautioned him of his 
Danger. He was ſtill ſteddy in his Purpoſe, and 
declared himſelf fully Convinced of his Duty to take 
the Oaths. But alas! when he came to Town, he 
was better Enlightned. He then ſaw that he had 
been miſtaken ; and from thenceforth not only refu- 
ſed to take the Oaths Himſelf, but ſet Himſelf at 
the Head of Thoſe who refuſed to Take Them. 

Dr. KEN, the late Biſhop of Bath and Wells, 
went yet farther ; He had not barely Satisfied Him- 
felf of the Lamfulne ſs of taking the Oaths, but had 


Prepared a Treatiſe to convince his Friends of the 
Lawfut- 
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Lawfulneſs of taking of Them. With this Book he 
went firſt to Wincheſter, to ſettle the Minds of his 
Acquzintance there; and from thence came on as far 
as Lambeth, with a full Reſolution to take the Oathe 
Openly in the Houſe of Lords the next Morning. 
But ſome of his Friends Heard of ir, and ſto 
him on the other fide of the River; And from that 
time forward no One either more ſtifly Refuſed 
them, or more ſeverely Cenſured all others, Who 
took the Oatbs, than this Prelate was wont to do. 
One. of Thoſe who helped to work this happy 
Change in Him, is ſaid to have been Dr. TURNER, 
the late Biſhop of EY. I am unwilling to believe, 
what has been confidently affirmed, as to the Acci- 
dent that moved him to. change his own Mind: 
Who when he carried the Lords Declaration to the 
Prince of Orange, ſeems to have had as little Scruple 


about the Lawfulneſs of the Revolution, as when 


(if Fame may be allow'd Sometimes to ſpeak Truth) 
He by his Letter endeavoured to Satisfy the Princeſs 
concerning it. What hand he had in Inviting the 
Prince over, I dare not ſay. This is certain, and 1 
ſhall leave it to the Reader to make his own Con- 
ſtruction upon it, that when the Dutch Fleet was 
blown back the firſt time it put to Sea, and it was 
doubted whether the Prince would come that Sea- 
ſon, He unfurniſhed Ely-Houſe; ſlipp'd aſide out of 
the way, and hid himſelf; for what Reaſons it is not 
hard to Gueſs. But indeed the Readineſs which this 
Prelate ſhew'd in the Convention to take from King 
James every thing bur the mere Name of a Ning; 
His DiſtinQion between a Right to Govern, which 
He would have left to Him, and the Exerciſe of that 
Right , which He would have had Him for ever di- 
yelted of; may ſuffice to ſhew, that He could not 


have 
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have much diſapptoved the Methode that had been 
uſed to Reduce the Exorbitant Power of that Prince 
within ſomewhat more than its Lega! Boxnds. I 
ſhall tranſcribe only his concluding Sentence, at the 
Conference held between the s and Commons, 
about the Abdication :. © I hope, and am perſuaded, 
« that both Lords and Commons do agree in this, 
Not to break the Line of Succeſſion, ſo as to 
make the Crown Elective. And if that be Decla- 
« red, that this Abdication of Ng James the Se- 
* cond, reacheth no farther than Himſelf; and that 
„ is to Continue in the Right Line of Succeſſion, 
* That I hope wil! make us All of One mind in this 
important Affair. 

Nay even that good Man, Dr. S A NCRO FT. 
than whom no One was more forward to approve of 
the Prince's Undertaking, and to promiſe his utazoſt 
Aﬀſtance to promote his Generous Intentions; Who 
ventured to Gx:/d-Hall at ſuch an unſeaſonable Time 
of the Year, and Day, to meet the Lords there; and 
wrote the firſt Draught of their Declaration with His 
Own Hand ; was within a very few Hours of being 
Reconciled to King WILLIA M's Government, 
The Archbiſhop and Biſhops were appointed to at- 
tend that Prince at Twelve a- Clock, to kiſs his Hand. 
Had the King kept his Time, the Archbiſhop had 
come at the Head of the Biſhops, and pay'd this firſt 
Inſtance of His Homage to Him: And it is more 
than probable would afterward have gone on to take 
the Oaths, and have kept his Archbiſboprict. But 
the King was buſy ; He delayed the ſeeing of them 
till the Afternoon; and before that time came the 
good Man Changed His Mind; and could never af- 
terwards be perſuaded to wait upon his Majeſty. 


I might 
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I might mention ſome others of a Lower Degree, 
that were ſometimes at leaſt dubious Themſelves 
what to do, tho afterwards they fell ſo hardly up- 
on their Brethren. Bur I will End theſe Reflect. 
ons with the remarkable Saying of One who is 
thought to have been well acquainted with 
moſt of theſe Men, and to have known their Minds 
as much as any. body; If you will ſecure Them 
that the preſent Government ſhall ſtand but two 
Tears to an End, I will ſecure you that they ſhall 
every One of them take the Oaths. If this Gen- 
tleman had any good Reaſon for what he ſaid, We 
then know what was at laſt the prevailing Motive 
with Them, that kept Them from taking the Oathe 


at the Time of the Revolution: And it ſhould in- 


cline Us to excuſe their preſent Severity againſt Us 
confidering both how unadviſedly they chea 
Themſelves out of their Preferments then; and 
how happily they have, by the bleſſing of God, 
been diſappointed ever ſince, in their vain Expecta- 
tions of Recovering Them. 

I ſhall perhaps be cenſured for reviving the me- 
mory of what theſe Great Men of the Separation, 
Themſelves heretofore both Thought, and Did, with 
relation to this Matter. But when we hear of no- 
thing leſs than Perjury and Rebellion, laid to our 
Charge, and are repreſented to the World as a par- 
cel of Self-condemned Traytors, not fit for Human 
Society here, and reſerved for Eternal Damnation 
hereafter; tis time to put theſe bold Railers in 
mind that their Own Chief Leaders were once as 
fully Reſolved to take the Oaths as Our Selves; and 
that tis much to be feared, they had ſome other 
Motives than that of Conſcience, to hinder their ta- 
king Them, 

D But 
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But that nothing may be wanting to convince all. 
reaſonable Perſons of the Uncharitable Boldneſs of 
theſe long diſappointed, and I doubt for that Reaſon 
the more enraged, . Accuſers of their Brethren, 1 
will now proceed to my laſt Suppoſition; and a ve- 
ry ſtrange one I confeſs it is, Viz. That the Revolu- 
tion, and all that was done in bringing it about, was 
utterly UNLAWFUL; and Thoſe who were con- 
cerned in it Inexcuſable: Yet (till, I affirm that it 
would be our Duty to Submit to the preſent Go- 
__ and to rake thoſe Oaths that are required 

It. 

2 is now almoſt thirty Years ſince the Prince 
of Orange came hither, and was, upon King - 
FAMES's Abdication, placed upon the. Throne. 
By him, and his Parliament, divers Laws were 
made to Settle the Succeſſion in that Proteſtant 
Line in which it has now ſo happily taken Place, 
by his preſent Majeſty's coming to the Crown. 
Queen MARY, that moſt Excellent and Exempla- 
ry Princeſs, never to be mentioned without Ho- 
nour by any who had the Happineſs to know her 
Vertues, fat hetween five and fix Years upon the 
Throne; and then died in Peace; and with a full 
Satisfaction of Conſcience in what ſhe had done: 
Tho' no Child ever more ſtruggled with Her own 
Inclinations than ſhe did, or would more en 
had ſhe dared, have preferred Her Duty to Her Fa- 
ther, to that which ſhe ow'd to Her Country, Her 
Religion and Her God. 

King WILLIAM Survived Her many Years : 
He reigned honourably thirteen Years, and died 
peaceably polleſs'd of the Throne to which he had 
been called: And has left a Name never to be 

4 forgot- 
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forgotten by any that love either the Liberty of 
their Country, or the Purity of their Religion. 

Queen ANNE Succeeded him in his Crown 
and Vertues: She yet more firmly ſertled the Pro- 
teftant Succeſſun: And after a twelve Years Reign, 
the more part of it with the greateſt Honour and 
Eſteem, not only of Her Own Nation, but of all Eu- 
rope, went down in the quiet Poſſeſſion of the Throne, 
to Her Grave. | 

To Her Succeeded His preſent Majeſty ; and tho 
he has met with much Oppoſition from a reſtleſs 
Party, never to be ſatisfied with any thing leſs than 


the Ruin of their Countrey, as all thoſe other Princes 


had done before him; yet ſtill He Reigns; and ſees 
his Throne more firmly Eſtabliſhed by the Vain 
Endeavours of His Enemies to Overthrow it: And 
we have now for Eight and twenty Tears been taught, 


by many Worderfu!, I had almoſt ſaid Miraculors, 


Delrverances, that the Hand of God is with Un; 


and we truſt will till continue to ſupport that 


Settlement, which his Providence has {6 wonder- 
fully Eſtabliſhed among Us. 

And here then let me ask any Reaſonable Perſon : 
Has God the ſame Power now, that He heretofore 


aſſerted to Himſelf, in many places of the Holy 


Scripture, to make Uſe. of the wicked Devices of 
Men, to bring about his Own wiſe and good Purpo- 
ſes? Is his Arm ſhortned ; Or is his Authority leſ- 
ſen'd; that he either Cannot, or Ought not, if He 
ſees fitting, to Transfer a Kingdom from One Per- 


ſon, or Ermily, to Another? To deny this were the 


worlt of Blaſphemy: To Own it, is to give up the 
Cauſe in hand. For, upon this ſuppoſition, (the 
hardeſt that can be put, and which, but for 
Argument ſake, ought never to be allowed, with 
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TeſpeCt to the Revolution; ) Let me once more ask; 


What if God for the Accompliſhment of his own 
0 55 To preſerve the Reformed Religion from 

uin, Or, it may be, to avenge the wicked Apoſtacy 
of the Sons of ſuch an Excellent Father from it; 
thought good to ſuffer King FAMES to give ſuch 
a juſt provocation as He did, not only to his Own 
People, but to the Prince of Orange, and to His A/- 
lies, abroad; as to move the One to Undertake, 
the Other to Support, the Expedition of that Prince 
againſt Him? What if, for the ſame Reaſons, He 
Fred that Enterprize to proſper in his Hands? 
And to ſecure this Church, and Nation from Popery . 
for ever, was pleaſed to tranſlate the Kingdom from 
the ; Popiſh, to the Proteſtant Branches of the 
STUART's Family? Have we now any other way 
left us, whereby to know what the W:// cf God in 
fuch Caſes is, but by the Event? Can theſe Cenſo- 
tious Diſputers tell Us, How any * may be 
Able more certainly to diſcover the dehgns of His 
Providence, than by Obſerving the wondrous Steps 
of it in ſuch Extraordinary Revolutions ? What Oc- 
caſioned them? How they were brought about; 
How often, and ſignally, they have been Own d, 
and Preſerved, by his Hand, and his Power? I Will 
venture to ſay, that He who has duly confidered 
theſe things, for ſo long a ſpace of time as is no- 
paſt ſince the Revolution; and yet ſtill continues to 
Oppoſe, and ſpeak Evil, of an Eſtabliſhment which 
God himſelf has appeared almoſt as plainly to ap- 
prove of, as if he had ſent an Angel from Heaven 
to aſſure us of it; Ought to fear left by ſuch an 
Obſtinate, Unrelenting, Oppoſition of what God 
has done, He be found even to fight againſt God; 
and to endeavour (vainly indeed, but yet gs 
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leſs wickedly) to pull Him down Whom God bas 
Exalted, and we truſt will continue to Support 
in the Honour and Power, to which he has Exalted 
Him. 

Hence it is, that all Thoſe who have written of 
theſe Matters, have I think unanimouſly agreed, 
that though a Government be ſet up by Sin and 
Rebellion, yet if once God fo far declares Himſelf 
for it, as to ſuffer it to be thoroughly Settled, it is 
from henceforth our Duty to Submit to it; And 
even Rebellion in thoſe who ſhall go about to Op- 
poſe it. | 

We have lately had one of the Canons of our 
Church Objected to Us, to prove all ſuch as Obey 
the ' preſent Government, to be zpſo Fucto Excom- 
municated. Thoſe Canons were made in the Year 
1604. Now the very {ame Convocation was within 
Two Years after employed to draw: up another 
Book of Doctrine, and Canons upon it, 15 the 
ſtronger Support of Ci Government : I hope it 
will not be doubted, but that thoſe Perſons muſt 
have known their Own Meaning, in the Canons 
which Themſelves had framed ſo very little a 
While before. Let us hear therefore how they 
ſpeak in the preſent Caſe, which is truly our 
Oyyn; as it ſtands in the Copy of thoſe Canons 
publiſh'd by their Own Archbiſhop Sancroſt in 


1689; ſoon after. the Revolution. When having 
„ attain'd the Ungodly Deſires (Whether Ambizous 
* 'Kings, by bringing Wy Country into Subjection; or 

| y their Rebellious Riſing 
againſt their Natural Sovereigns) They haue 


© Dilloyal, Subjects, 


* 


« ERtabhiſh'd any of the ſaid degenerate Forms, of 


„Government amongſt their People; the Authority 
* either ſo unjuſtly Gotten, or wrung by 3 
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* from the True and Lawful Poſſeſſor, being always 
* God's Authority (and therefore receiving no In- 
* peachment by the Wickedneſs of Thoſe that have 
it) is ever (When any ſuch Alterations are tho- 
* roughly ſettled) 70 be Reverenced and Qbeyed ; 
And the People of all Sorts (as well of the 
* Clergy, as 1 the Laity) are to be ſubject unto 
* it, not only for Fear, but alſo for Conſcience 
** ſake.” This is their Doctrine; and upon this 
Foundation they Decree purſuant to it Can, XXVIII. 
That, If any Man ſhall affirm, that when any 
* ſuch new Forms of Government begun by Re- 
* bellion, are after thoroughly ſettled, the Au- 
* thority in Them is not of God; Or that any 
* who live within the Territories of ſuch New 
* Governments, are not bound to be Subject 
* to God's Authority, which is there executed, 
* but may Rebel againſt the ſame, He doth 
* greatly Err. 

Such was the Opinion of that Synod; and by this 
we may now clearly ſee, who the Princes, in their 
Opinion, were, whoſe Supremacy they aflerted in 
their firſt Canon, of ' 1604; and The Impugners of 
whoſe Authority, they declared to be ipſo facto Ex- 
communicated, in the ſecond : Namely Thoſe whoſe 
Power, Howſoever acquired, though by Rebellion 
againſt the True and Lawfu! Poſſeſſor, is yet, by 
God's Permiſſion, thoroughly ſettled; The Autho- 
rity, even of ſuch Princes, being, in their Account, 
God's Authority; not Impeached by the Wickedneſs 
of Thoſe that have it; but to be, Reverenced, and 
Obey'd of all, as well Clergy, as Laity, for Conſci- 
ence Sake, | 
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It may admit of ſome Queſtion, whether ſuch 
an Uſurped Power ought not to be eſteemed tho- 
roughly ſettled, as ſoon as, by God's Permiſſion, 
the Uſurper has ſo far prevail'd, as to be pub- 
lickly ſubmitted to by the Body of the People , 
and ſolemnly Inveſted with the Supreme Authority + 
after the manner either by Law Eſtabliſh'd, or by 

Cuſtom Uſed in every Country. So that when 
once an Uſurper is Crown'd King, and Recognized 
for ſuch by any Nation, He is from thenceforth 
to be looked upon as that King to whom the 
' Mlegiance of All the People of that Nation is 
due. This 1 am ſure is what Our Laws deter- 
mine; and we ought therefore to ſuppoſe that 
when Our Biſhops and Clergy ſpeak of the Settle- 
ment of an Uſurped Power, They intended to be 
underſtood, according to the Senſe and Tenor 
of thoſe Laws. But not to infiſt upon ſuch an 
Expoſition of a Settlement, which however 'Rea- 
ſonable, may with fomewhat more Colour be 
denied: If a Poſſelſion of near Thirty Tears, not- 
withſtanding all the Endeavours both of Friends 
within, and Aſſiſtance from abroad to diſturb it: 
If an Authority Enjoy'd, and Exerciſed, by Three 
Succeſſive Princes in the Throne, Governing our 
Nation, as its Sovereign, and ſubmitted to by 
it as ſuch; Recognized by All the Princes of 
Europe; and by the moſt Solemn Treartes agreed 
to be Supported by Them; be not ſufficient to 
beſpeak the Royalty acquired by King ILLIA M 
at the Revolution, and from Him deſcending to 
Our preſent Sovereign King GEORGE to be 
a Thorough Settlement: I believe it will be im- 
poſſible for the Wit of Man to conceive what can 
make ſuch a Settlement; Or when we may be 


allowed 
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allowed to ſay of any Government, that it is h- 
roughly Settled. ge 
But there is a great deal more than this to be 

offered in our Caſe; though this alone were 
enough, to prove the King now in Poſſeſfion. to 
have a Right to our Allegiance, even though the - 
Revolution ſhould be allowed to have been as 
wicked, and deteſtable, as Malice it ſelf can Re- 
preſent it. For His Right is Settled not only by 
a long, Eſtabliſhed Poſſeſſion, but by many Ace of 
Parliument, made both under King W I LLIA A, 
and Queen ANNE: By that Authority, which 
being the Supreme Legiſlatrve Authority, has an 
undoubted Power to Eſtabliſh ſuch a Settlement; 
and is by our Laws expreſly declared to have it ; 
it In a Word, by ſuch an Authority as no Subject may 
deny under a very Grievous Penalty, to have a 
| [i Right and Power to do it. 

Nor is it any Exception againſt theſe As of 
Parliament, that They were made by Kigs in 
Poſſeſſion only; not acknowledged by Thoſe with 
whom we are now diſputing, to have been Right- 
Fully ſuch. For of this kind are a very great part 
of all thoſe Statutes which our Forefathers have 
nevertheleſs retained in their publicꝶ Records, and 
our Judges (even thoſe of Kings de Fure) Re- 
ceived, and Allowed, as the unqueſtionable Laws 
of the Realm. And to the Learned in our Law I 
appeal, whether it has ever been admitted in any 
of our Courts, as a juſt Exception againſt theſe 
Aﬀs of Parliaments, that the Kins who Paſſed 
them, and by whoſe Parhaments they were 
made, was only a King in Fact; and that there- 
fore ſuch d tatutes were not to be eſteemed of any 


Force, 
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Whatever then becomes of the Revolution; if 
a full and laſting Poſſeſion of the Throne gives the 
Poſſeſſor a Legal Right to the Peoples Obedience; 
(as all our Lawyers agree that it does:) If a Go- 
vernment, however begun, when once it is tho- 
roughly ſettled, muſt be accounted to have God s 
Authority, and be ſubmitted to not only for Wrath, 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake; as our Biſhops and 
Clergy, in their Syrcds, have defined that it is, and 
ought to be: If, laſtly, the preſent Government, 
has not only ſuch a Settlement in Fact, but by the 
Laws, and Statutes of our Realm, made in Limi- 
tation of the Succeſſion to the preſent Royal Family, 
is alfo intituled to a Legal and Rightful Enjoy- 
ment of the Crown of this Rea/m; it muſt remain 
that it is the Peoples Duty to acknowledge the 
Authority of it; and heartily to Obey a Prince, who, 
upon ſo many Accounts, has a clear and undoubted 
Right to their Allegiance. 
And if it be Our Duty to be Subject to, and 
Obey the King in Poſſeſſion; it will from thence 
follow that it is not Our Duty to Obey any Other, 
( whoever he be) that is Out of Poſſeſion. For Our 
Allegiance can be due but ro One of Them: And 
therefore if it be due to Him who is upon the 
Throne, it cannot be due to Him who is not, but 
only ſets up an uncertain Claim to it. Nay more; 
If our Allegiance be due to King GEORG E, 
We are fo far from Owning any Allegiance to the 
PRETENDER, that ir is Our Duty to with- 
ſand Him, not only in his Claim of the Crown, 
bur in whatſoever Attempts he ſhall make Againſt 
Out preſent King, towards the Obtaining of it. 
For Allegiance muſt imply, at the leaft, a Legal 
Obedience: And to whom __ we Owe the * 
e 
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We are in Conſcience bound to pay the Other. 
If therefore the Law requires Us, as moſt certainly 
it does, to maintain and defend the Mug in Poſ- 
q ſeſfion againſt All his Enemies; it mult needs be our 
lf Duty to do it againſt Him who is the Chief Enemy 
ih of all; ifever He ſhall endeavour to Deprive Him of 
Toh his Royal Crown and Dig nity. 
| In ſhort; If after a full, and thorough Settlement, 
1 the Divine Authority to Rule and Govern any People, 
| | be in Him who has got ſuch a Settlement; then it 
will follow, laſtly, that He who has ſo long been 
Out of Poſſeſfion, has no Right at all to the ſame Go- 
vernment. Legal Authority tis plain He has none: 
That is on the fide of Him who is the Legal Sove- 
reign. And if there be any ſuch Thing as the Au- 

thority of God, Separate from that of Men, in this 
Caſe (as I think there is not,) Our Byhops and 
Clergy have exprelly declared that the Poſſeſſor is in- 

veſted with That alſo. And what Authority He can 
have, who has neither any from God, nor Man, I 
_—_ leave to the Friends of the Pretender to con- 
ider. 

] may now preſume to hope, that I have ſuffici- 
ently Vindicated both my Self, and my Country- 
Men, from the fr /t ſevere Charge, that has been ſo 
unjuſtly brought upon Us; that of Perjury and Re- 
bellion. A great part of the preſent . Generation 
were ſcarcely Born at the time of the Revolution: 
Others were much too young to have had any hand 
in it. Theſe therefore neither Rebelled againſt King 
FAMES, nor broke any Oaths of Allegiance to 
Him, having indeed never taken any ſuch Oaths; 
nor ever been Obliged to take Them. They ſet out 
111 into the World under the preſent Eſtabliſnment; 
Wd and, as our Laws required Them to pay their 
wy Allegi- 
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Allegiance to the Rug, whom They found in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Crown, ſo were They, for the ſame 
Reaſon, Obliged to take the Oath of Allegiance to 
Him. And for thoſe Few, in Compariſon of all 
the Reſt, who not only lived at the Time of the 
Revolution, but had a Share in it, ( though that be 
no part of my preſent Concern) Give me leave 
once more to ſay, That if King ZAMES truly 
Invaded, againſt Law, the Rights of His People; 
If he Endeavoured, contrary to the fundamental Con- 
ſtitution of our Limited Monarchy, and in dirett 
Oppofition to his Own Oath, (upon which the Oaths 
of. Allegiance made to Him by the People were 
founded) to Govern Arbitrarily, not accord ing to 
the Laws of the Rea/m, but by his Own Will and 
Pleaſure; as I have before ſhewn, and it is no- 
torious to all the World, that He did: Then it is 
not to be queſtioned but that Every Subject, and 
much more the whole Nation, had a Right to with- 
ſtand ſuch an Unjuſt Invaſion of its Lega! Eſtabliſb- 
ment; And to Endeavour, by Force of Arms, it it 
could not Otherwiſe be done, to Oppoſe all- ſuch 
as ſhould Unlawfully Attempt to Subject Them 
to his Tyranny, and Oppreſſion: And, by that 
means, (if poſſible) Oblige the King to return to 
that Legal Form of Government from which he 
had departed. This was all that (for ought appears) 
Any of Thoſe who Roſe in favour of the Prince of 
Orange intended'; and more than the moſt of 
Them did. As for the Lords and Commons who 
Voted the Abdication (for I ſhall not need to ſay 
any thing to Vindicate the Procedure of Thoſe who 
did not;) I have before profeſſed, and I fee no 
Cauſe to retract it, that if They were fully per- 
ſwaded that the * of King 7A M ES in 
2 


ſuch 
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ſuch a Manner as we are told He left the Kingdom; 
and at ſuch a Time, (when the Grievances that had 
| been Complained of were juſt ready to be ſuhmit- 
th ted to the Judgment of a free Parliament; ) and 
[8115 with ſuch a Deſign, (on Purpoſe to avoid the Re- 
Fit dreſs of them ) did in its Nature amount to a Dere- 
Th hon of the Government; (And it muſt be allowed 
111 by Thoſe who are the moſt prejudiced in favour of 
THIF that Unfortunate Prince, to be at leaſt a very doubt- 
ful Caſe, whether it did not: ) They could not 
| have been true to the Truſt Committed to Them, if 
1 they had not Vored, and Aﬀed, as they did. So 
| | that here we muſt leave Them to the Verdict of 


their own Conſciences, and the future Judgment of 
1 God; who will judge rightcoufly, and render to Them 
I! |  aecording to their Deeds. In the mean time, in a 
| matter of ſuch a Narure, in which it is not eaſy for 
|; the Wiſeſt Man alive to Determine on either fide; I 
l am ſure Charity will Oblige Us to Believe and 
| it Hope the beſt; and not ſuffer us raſhly, and at all 
1 Adventures, to Condemn Thoſe, whom perhaps, 
Wl | when we ſhall ſtand together in Judgment, He who 
Ill ſearches the Hearts of Men, will finally Acquit. 


mh | I come now to the other Charge that is laid againſt 
l Us, Conſequent upon the foregoing, and ſuch as I 
1 1 9 apprehend muſt fall with it; mean that of 
Wo SCHISMM, upon the account of our Communicating 
1 with thoſe Biſbops and Presbyters, who were either 
| put into the Places of ſuch as had been urn d out 
for not taking the Oaths; or had Conſecrated the 
One, and Inſtituted the Others to Succeed Them in 
1 their Dioceſes and Pariſhes, And here again it will 
W | be neceſſary to State the Caſe aright, that ſo we may 
1 be the better able to judge aright of it. 5 
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The Imperial Crown of this Realm being ſet, as 
we have ſeen, upon the Sacred Heads of King 
WILLIAM, and Queen MART; it could not 
be expected but that Many would be Offended at it. 
Some loſt their Hopes; Ochers their Places by it. 
Some had Perſonal Engagements to King ZFAMES, 
Others had Acted too far with Him, to be willing 
to undergo an Examination of what they had done. 
The whole Body of the Papiſis were fallen from their 
ExpeCtation of ſeeing their Religion again Reſtored 
in this Kingdom; and all Theſe had their ſeveral 
Friends, whom (tho' not concerned upon any ſuch 
Account, yet) They found means Artificially to 


draw into the ſame Reſentments with Themſelves, 


Many were willing to ſee things hetter Settled, be- 
fore they Engaged too far in a New Intereſt. They 
knew that the King of FRANCE was Reſolved to 
hazard all, for the Reſtoring of the Ejected Prince: 
And they could not tell how far ſuch a Powerful 
Aſſiſtance from abroad, joining with the many 
Friends they were like to meet with among Our 
Selves, might, in a few Months, put an End to the 
New Eſtabliſbment; and bring back King FA MES 


with an Arbitrary, and Uncontroulable Power, to 


wreak his Revenge upon all that had Oppoſed Him. 
However it were, by ſome, or all theſe Means; and 
perhaps a little of Conſcience too in Thoſe who had 
long been intoxicated with the Slaviſh Notions of 
Abſolute Power, Indefeaſuble Right, and Unlimited 
Obedience; (things as Irreconcileable with Our Eng- 
liſh Conſtitution, as Light is with Darkneſs) Many 
began to Scruple the Cath of Allegiance, tho framed 
in the ſofteſt, and moſtGentle Terms, that ever'any 
Oath of that kind had been. The Government was 
ſenſible of this; and therefore took the mildeſt _ 
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thod that could have been thought on, to make Every 
body Eaſy. It firſt Reduced the Oaths to ſuch a Form, 
as might be the leaſt apt to raiſe Scruples in the 
Minds of any truly Conſcientious Perſons: And then 
Allowed a CompetentTime for men to Examine their 
Scruples, if They had any, againſt it; and to get a 
reaſonable Satisfaction of rhe Lawfulneſs of taking 
the New Oaths required of them. 

Not to meddle with any-others, the Clergy were 
indulged to the Laſt of Auguſt, 1689, (about fix 
Months) for the taking of theſe Oaths. If they Re- 
fuſed them then, They were only to be ſuſpended 
from the Execution of their Office, by the Space of 
another ſix Months: At which Time, if they till 
continued to Refuſe them, They were to be zp/o Fafo 
Deprroed of whatever Benefices, Dignities, or Pro- 
motions Eccleſiaſtical, They Enjoyed. This was the 
Law; and the Effect was, that a few of the Biſhops, 
and ſome of the Other Clergy, perſiſting in their Re- 
fuſal to take the Oaths preſcribed, fell under the Cen- 
ſure of the Law ; and were, by vertue of it, De- 
prived of their reſpective Preferments. In the Room 
of Thoſe who thus loſt their Places in the Church, 
Other Orthodox Biſhops and Clergymen were ſubſti- 
tuted by Thoſe, who had the Right of beſtowing of 
Them : And the Crime Objected to Us, is, That 
ſome were put into the Places of Thoſe who were 
Deprived ; Others Communicated with Thoſe who 
were ſo put in, and by this means All, both Clergy 
and People, who took the Oarths ro the Government, 
became finally involved in the Guilt of Schi/n. 

Now of Thoſe who make this Exception againſt 
Us, I would crave leave to ask ; 
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- Iſt. Whether to Require the Biſbops, and Clergy of 
this Church, to take the Oaths' of Allegiance and 
Supremacy ;, and to inflict ſuch Penalties upon them, 
as the King and his Parliament (ſhould think proper 
in Caſe of a Refuſal, were any aero Thing purpoſely. 
invented upon this Occaſion: Or whether our Go- 
vernment had not often done the very ſame before? 
To ſay nothing of the Oath of Allegiance Eſtabliſhed 
by King ZAMES the Iſt, and from thenceforth con- 
tinued to he impoſed upon all the Clergy of the Realm: 
The Oath of Supremacy was not only Enjoin'd by. 
Queen * ELIZ ABET H to be taken by all © Archbi- 
« ſhops, Biſhops, and All and Every other Eccleſi- 
* aſtical Perſon : But it was moreover  EnaCted, 
« that if any ſuch Archbiſhop, Biſhop, or Other Ec- 
« clefiaſtical Miniſter, ſhould peremptorily, or obſli- 

nately Refuſe 10 take, or receive the ſaid Oath; 
then the Perſon ſo Refuſing, ſhould forfeit and hoſe 

all, and every Eccleſiaſtical and Spiritual Promo- 
tion and Office, which be had at the time of ſuch 
Refuſal made; and that the whole Title, Intereſt, 
and Incumbency, in every ſuch Promotion and 
* Benefice, ſhou/d clearly ceaſe and be void, az tho 
the Party ſo Refuſing were dead. By vertue 
of this Clauſe, as ſoon as the Parliament was riſen, 
the Oath here Eſtabliſlid was tender'd to ſeveral of 
the Biſhops and Clergy. Upon their Refuſal to rake 
it, many of them were committed to Priſon, and 
ſome kept a long time under Confinement. 'The 
Reſt were generally Deprived as the A preſcribed ; 
and new Ones put into their Places. And notwith- 
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ſtanding all this, we do not hear of any Prote- 

ants that took any Exception againſt it; or Com- 
plained that thoſe Biſbops and Presbyters, were un- 
duly Deprived by a Ly- Authority; and that Thoſe 
therefore who came into their Places, were to he 
accounted Schiſinatical Intruders, as is now very un- 
reaſonably done. 

Nor was this a «praCtiſe firſt begun by Queen 
ELIZABETH The Statutes of King HENRT 
the VIII", even in the times of Popery, will afford 
us ſeveral Inſtances of the like Parliamentary Depri- 


vat ions. 
To paſs, by the Statute againſt Pluralities, 21 


HENRTVIIIh, which determined, that if any one 
having a Living above the value of eight pounds per 
Annum in the King's Books, ſhould take another wirh- 
our a Diſpenſation, the firſt Living ſhould thereby 
become ipſo facto void: By the 26th of that King, 
cap. 3. The very not paying of Temhs as that Af 
preſcribed, was made a Ground of Deprivation; and 
the Perſon ſo refuſing to pay them, as was here re- 
uired, was to be zp/o fat? Depriv' d, not only of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Benefice for which He ſhould have paid 
them, but of all other the Dignities, and Promotions 
that He enjoy d. | 
The Rigour of this Statute was thought good to 
be moderated by King EDWARD the VIrh, bur 
the Forfeiture was ſtill continued as to the Benefice, 
for which the Tenth was to have been paid: And 
the Incumbent not paying his Tenths was to be 5/0 


fato Deprived of That, and only ſecured as to any 


other of his Preferments, for which he had made 
no Default. 2 Edward 6. c. 20. 
The Common-Prayer-Book having been compiled 


by publick Authority, it was in the ſame Sefton of 
Parhament 


FS AER. = 


and Church of ENGLAND. 41 


Parliament Enacted, that every Miniſter ſhould uſe 
that, and no other Form of Divine Service, under 
the Penalty of being Deprived ipſo facto, for the 
ſecond Offence, whether of Refuſing to uſe it, or of 
Preaching, or Speaking, any Thing in Derogation of 
it. 2 Edw. VI. c. 1. This fame Caution, and Penal- 
be was afterwards extended to the ſecond Book' ſet 
orth' by that Prince, 5 Edw. VI. c. 1. And rein- 
forc'd by Queen Elizabeth, who in like manner 
EnaCted, That ir ſhould be Deprivation ipſo fatto, 
upon the ſecond Convittion, for any Clergyman to re- 
fuſe to uſe the Common Prayers according to the Book 
ſet out by Her Authority; or to uſe any Other, or 
to Preach, Declare, or Speak any Thing , in Dero- 
gation or Depraving of the ſaid Book. 1 Eliz. c. 2. 
Buy the 13th of the ſame Qucen, ſeveral other 
Neglects, and Defaults, in the Matters therein 
Eſtabliſh'd, as, Of Subſcribing the Ihirty nine Arti- 
cles; of Reading them in the Church, and Declaring 
an Aſſent to them; Of being admitted to Miniſter 
the Sacraments within a Tear after Indufion into a 
Benefice, if not admitted before; were to be Pu- 
niſhed with a Deprivation ipſo facto. 

Upon the Return of King CHARLES the 
Hd, by the AZ of Uniformuy, (a Statute than 
which None hath been more highly Eſteemed and 
Approved of, by all the true Members of the CH 
of England) the very fame Penalty is twice impoled. 
Every Miniſter that had then any Benefice, and every 
One who ſhould from thenceforth take any Bene- 
fice, was Obliged within a certain time limited in 
that Statute, to Read the Mornins and Evening 
Prayers, upon ſome Lord s-Day in the Church which 
he then poſſeſs d, or ſhould 9 be Promoted 


to; and to Declare his Aſſent and Conſent to the 
Book 
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Book of Common-Prayer, and to all and every 
Thing contained in it, upon pain of being /e facto 
deprived of All his Eccleſiaſtical Benefices and Pro- 
motions, if he either Neglected, or Refuſed ſo to 
do. Nay that Ad went yet farther : It required 
a Declaration to be made by Clergymen with relation 
to Gil Obedience, and to the Solemn League and 
Covenant, under the ſame Penalty: And we all 
know, how many Miniſters did actually loſe their 
Benefices upon this Statute; and were nevertheleſs 
Cenſured for Separating from the Church, and ſet- 
ting up private Conventicles, as is now in like man- 
ner done, becauſe They had been Deprived by a 
Croil Sanction and Power , of their Cures which 
they enjoyed in it. 

It is therefore certain, that in Eſtabliſhing theſe 
Oaths, and Requiring the Clergy to Take them, un- 
der the Pain of being Deprived ipſo facto, if they 
did not; the Government did no New Thing : Such 
Oaths had been Eſtabliſhed in like manner before; 
And the Clergy had been required, on many Other 
Occaſions, as well as in the Caſe of thoſe Oaths, to 
comply with the Things required of Them, under 
the penalty of Ling their Spiritual Promotions if 
they did not. Which being ſo ; Let me proceed à 
little farther, and ask, 


2d//; Whether the Government which firſt Im- 

ſed theſe Oaths, and has ever ſince Continued, and 
nforced, the Taking of Them, under the pain of 
Deprivation, had not very good Reaſon ſo to do? 
Could Our Rulers either have been ſecure Them- 
ſelves, or have provided, as they were both in 
Duty, and all good Policy, bound to do, for the 
pafery of the Rea/m, if They had not? 1 * o 
0 
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bold to ſay, that neither out of Conſcience to their 
Duty towards God, nor of the diſcharge of that 
Iruſt which they were under to their People, any 
Thing leſs could have been done by Them in this 
particular : And I would to God there had not been 
tod much Reaſon given them ſince, to have prompted 
Them to Do a great deal more. 

It would be to little purpoſe to diſſemble, what 
all the Nation knows to be moſt true, that hardly 
any fort of Men in the Kingdom have either ap- 
peared more obſtinately d iſaffected to the Proteſtant 
Eſtabliſhment, or have more heartily labour'd to 
Overthrow it, than ſeveral among the Clergy have 
done. How many of Thoſe who have readily taken 
the Oaths to the Government, and Abjured both 
the. Title and Intereſt of the Pretender; have ne- 
vertheleſs ſhewn too little Regard ro all this, in 
their Actions, and Converſations ? Ir is a melan- 
choly thing to Conſider how our very Pulpits them- 
ſelves have ſometimes been made the Trumpets of 
Sedition ; and helped on thoſe Unhappy Diviſions 
which have ſo often brought Us to the very brink 
of Ruin; and from which our Enemies ftill flatter 
themſelves, that They ſhall yet be able to Deſtroy 
Us. And if ſuch has been the Undutiful Conduct 
of Many who have Own'd the Government, and 
bound their Conſciences with the moſt Sacred Obli- 
gations to Serve and Support it; How much more 
mult it probably have ſuffered, had all thoſe BHV 
and Clergy been Continued in their Places, who choſe 
rather to loſe their Preferments, than to plight their 
Faith for their quiet Submiſſion to it? Can it be rea- 
ſonably imagined that any Prince, or Parliament, 
could have To/erated ſuch Perſons to fit in the Great 
Councils of the Realm ; _ there in all rhe "ur 
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Cult Affairs of State; to Officiate, and Inflruft the 
People in their Churches; and to Conduct the Clergy 
in their Diaceſes; Who diſclaimed Their Authority; 
Declared Them to be no better than Rebels and 
Traytors; and accounted it their Duty to ſtir up all 
the People againſt Them, in Order to the Reſtoring 
another Prince, Whom they ſuppoſed to be their 
Right ful Sovereign? 

Is there a Government upon the Face of the Earth, 
ſo weak, or fooliſh, as to have endured ſuch Sub- 
jects, or rather ſuch Enemies, in places of ſo great 
Moment to the publick Peace, as thoſe Ejected Bi- 
ſhops and Presbyters Enjoy d? Could any thing 
leſs have been done to ſuch Men, than to require 
an Oath of Fidelity from Them? That they ſhould 
Swear, That they would be faithful, and bear true 
Allegiance to the Prince that Protected them? Under 
whoſe Government they were ſecured in the En- 
joyment of their Honours, and Eſtates, as well as 
of their Lives and Liberty? Or was it poſſible to 
imagine a milder Penalty than was Impoſed upon 
this Occaſion? That rhey ſhould eirher in Six 
Months time, ſatisfy their Scruples, and Conſider 
what they would Do; Whether they would be 
Peaceable and Obedient, in their ſeveral Stations 
in the Church ; and Guide their Flocks in the way of 
Truth and Loyalty; Or elſe ſhould be Suſpended 
from the Execution of their Offices, and not he per- 
mitted to ſtir them up to War, and Rebellion. 
And even after That, ſhould have Six Months more 
allowed Them to Re-eſtabliſh themſelves; Or if 
they could not in that Time Overcome their Doubts, 
and Reſolve to live quietly in their Places, ſhould 
yield them up to Thoſe who had no ſuch doubts ; 
but would give the Government that Security — 

their 
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their good Behaviour, which the Others refuſed to 


0. 
But it would he an affront to the Reaſon of man- 
kind, ſeriouſly to argue this matter any farther : And 
I do in my Conſcience believe that the Non-jurors 
Themſelves would have ſcott d more, if it had been 
poſſible, at the Government, than they have done; 
and have thought more meanly and contemptibly 
of it than they do; ſhould it have ſhewn ſuch a 
Weakneſs, ſuch a Want either of Courage, or Po- 
licy; ſuch a diſtruſt of its Own Strength, as to have 
Born with them; and not have Required the com- 
mon Security of Them, which is given by all other 
Subjects, in all Countries and Kingdoms, to their 
reſpective Princes. And therefore taking it for 
granted, what I dare ſay no body will deny; that 
it was Reaſonable, or rather Neceſſary, for Our Go- 
vernment to have Required ſuch Oaths of the Clergy, 
and that under the pain of Deprivation, if they 
{hould continue Obſtinately to Refuſe Them ; Let 
me ask farther ; 

2dly, Was there any thing Evil, or Unrighteors, 
in ſuch an Eftabi/hment * Was either the Oath it 


ſelf, which was impoſed, an Un/awfu! Oath £ Os 


the Penalty under which it was Required, ſuch a 


Penalty as the Government had not as good an Au- 


thority, as I ſhall now take it for Granted, it had 
juſt Reaſon, to Inflict upon the Refuſers of it? 

For the Thing it ſelf which was required; It was 
to promiſe, upon Oath, to be faithful and bear true 
Allegiance, to the Supreme Power then in being: To 
thoſe Princes whom both Our Lords, and Commons, in 
the Convention firſt, and then in Parliament, had Recog- 


nized, and Declared to be Our Lawfu! King and Queen. 


Whom our Biſbops had Solemnly Crown d with the Im- 
perial 
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feria! Crown of this Realm: To whom all the Eflates 
of it had paid their Homage, and Sworn Allegiance : 
In whoſe Names the Government was Adminiſtred 
in all the parts of the Kingdom ; under whoſe Autho- 
rity all our Officers, as well Eccleſraſtical, as Civil and 
Military, Acted in their ſeveral Places and Stations: 
In a word, Whom our Laws (without Enquiry into 
their Tiz/es; for the Crown cures all Defects;) have 
exprelly declared to be the King and Queen, to whom 
Our Allegiance was due. 4 | 
Now what can ever be lawful either for the Prince 
to Require, Or the Subject to Promiſe, if this be 
not? Oaths of Allegiance, in general, No body pre- 
tends to be Unlawful. either for the Government to 
Impoſe, Or for the People to take. Obedience to 
the Higher Powers is a thing both Lawful to be 
Sworn ; and of Importance enough to be eſtabliſhed 
under ſuch a Sacred Tie. And ro whom Our Alle- 
glance is due, to Him we may ſafely Swear that we 
will pay it. God commands Us to Obey the Higher 
Powers : The Law declares who thoſe Higher Powers 
are whom we ought to Obey. And theretore, in this 


Caſe, what the Law of Man impoſed, the Law of 


God confirm'd; and Every good Subject was bound 
to Submit to the Impoſition out of Conſcience to the 
One, as well as out of Fear of the Other. 

But here we ſhall be told, that Thoſe who Re- 
fuſed to take that Oath, did it becauſe they were 
perſuaded in their Conſcience, that they Ow d their 
Allegiance to another Prince; and therefore could 
not Swear without Sin, to Him who now fat upon 
the Throne. Let us Grant it to have been their Opi- 
nion; and that if they were Sincere in it, and Re- 
fuſed to take the Oaths Impoſed, becauſe They ve- 
rily believed it to be Unlawful for Them to _ 

them, 
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them, They were Excuſable in what they did, and 
ought rather to be pitied, than blamed, for their 
not taking of them. Yer ſtill this will only argue 
their own Weakneſs, or Obſtinacy : It will ſhew that 
They were not Satisfied of the Lawfulneſs of taking 
thoſe Oaths, but will by no means prove either the 
Impoſing, or Taking of Them, to have been really 
Unlawful. And therefore, in ſuch a Caſe as this, 
in which a few particular Perſons had the Misfor- 
tune to differ in their Judgment from the Supreme 
Authority of the Realm, and the Opinions of much 
the Greater part of it; a very little Charity might 
have diſpoſed Them, if not to have diſtruſted their 
Own Judgment; yet to have thought favourably of 
their Brethren: At leaſt, ſince they had the Miſ- 
fortune of being under the Power of ſuch Principles, 
as would not ſuffer them to do what the Law re- 
quired, They ſhould have quietly ſubmirted to what 
it inflicted; and have given up thoſe Promotions 
which, as the Caſe ſtood with Them, They could 
not keep without Sin, but might certainly have Re- 
figned without the leaſt Offence either to God or 
Man. 

If to this it ſhall be replied, that tho* the Civil 
Government might have juſtly Impoſed ſuch Oaths 
upon the Clergy, yet it ought to have done it under 
ſome Other Pena/ty than that of Deprivation; J have 
before ſhewn, that no Other Pena/ty would have an- 
ſwered the End of Impoſing of Them. For ſup 
ſing the Non jurors to have been till left in olle 
ſion of their Places in Parliament; of their Autho- 
rity over their Clergy in their Several Dioceſes; and 
of the Direction ot the Pariſhes to which they had 
heen admitted; it is plain They would have been 
left in their full Power of doing all the Miſchief 


they 
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they could to the Government; and have had the 
Opportunity of Employing all the Intereſt, which 
their Promotions aftorded them, to the Overthrow 
of the Prince under whom they lived ; and the Ser- 
vice of Him, who (to the Ruin of our Liberties 
and Religion ) was Endeavouring to Recover that 
| Sovereignty by Force, which his Fears and Guilt 
had made Him Abdicate and Deſert. 

And as for what concerns the Biſhops in particu- 
lar; How could They have poſhbly Executed their 
Office, had they been Continued in the Poſſeſſion of 
it? Would they have Obey d the Simmons of One 
whom They accounted an Uſurper; and have At- 
tended: his Parhaments* Would they have Executed 
His Writs, and Met together in Convocution upon 
His Call? Would They have Miniſtred thoſe Oat hs, 
at Ordination and Inſtitution, to Others, which They 
{uppoſed that They could not, without Perjury, have 
taken Themſelves? How was it poſſible for Them to 
have done their Duty, either in the Church, the 
Parliament, or their Dioceſes, under a Prince whoſe 
Authority they deny d? Whom they could neither 
Pray for in the Church, nor Aﬀ with in the Parha- 
ment; and in whoſe Name they could not have 
Miniſtred the Neceſſary Oarhs to Any, either at O7 
dmations or Inſtitutions, in their Droceſes. 

But ſtill it may be asked; Had the Civil Magi. 
ſtrate Competent Authority to Deprive thoſe mow 
and Clergy, of their Benefices and Promotions? Was 
it in the Power of the King and Parliament, being 
Laymen, to Eject Them out of their Ercleftaſtico! 
Preferments? J anſwer, that it was certainly Lawful 
for Them to Deprive Them of All that they did in. 
tend by that Ac of Parliament to Deprive Them. | 
2m ſure, if it were not, both Our Brhops and Cer 
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2 muſt have been under a Grievous Miſtake, ever 
nce the firſt Beginning of the Reformation, The 
One in preſaming to Concur in Enafing what they 
ſhould have known was not in their Power to Or- 
dain: The Other in Submitting to what was ſo L- 


juſtiy Ordained; and never making any Exception 


againſt it. For I believe it will be hard to give ſo 
much as one Single Inſtance, of any Member of our 
Church that ever Excepted againſt theſe Lay-Depri- 
vations (as They are pleaſed to call them) till ſince 
paſſing of that AZ, by Vertue - whereof the late 
Biſhops, whole Caſe we are now debating, were 
8 | 
o make this Matter the more evident, let it be 
Confidered What thoſe Byhops and Clergymen, who 
Refuſed the Oaths, were, by vertue of that Statute, 
wed of. Their Orders were not touched: 
They were {till left under the ſame Spiritual Capacity 
of Exerciſing all the Functions of Them, that _— 

had before. By vertue hereof the Biſhops had ti 
the Right of Ordaining and Confirming, and both 
They, and the Other Clergy, the Power of Preaching 
the Word of God, and Adminiſtring the Holy Sacra- 
ments, as if they had not been Deprived at all. But 
the Biſhops were diveſted of their Ci Right: They 
loſt their Title to their Honours and Revenues : 
They were debarr'd from Sitting or Voting in Par- 
hament : They were Reſtrained from Officiating, as 
Biſhops of ſuch particular Dioce ſes; or from doing 
any Authoritative Acts within Them. This was all 
the Incapacity which that Statute brought upon 
Them. And the ſame was the Caſe of the Other 
Cergy : They were Deprived, in like manner, of the 
Dignities which They Enjoy'd in our Cathedral 
Churches; and of their Cures in their Parochial Ones. 
G They 
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They were debarr d from Receiving the Profits Arr. 
nexed to Them, and from Exerciſing their Prieſtly 


Offices in Them. As They would not Swear Allegr- 
ance to the Gui! Gouernmant; ſo the Civil Govern» 
ment thought it not fitting to permit them to per- 
form their Clerical Functions in, or to — the 
Profits of their Benefices : But Reſolved to Commit 
them to ſuch Other Orthodox Biſhops and Prieſts, as 
were willing to give them the Security They requi- 
red of their Fidelity and Obedience ; and whom they 
could better truſt with the weighty Charge of Ru- 
ling their Clergy, and of Teaching and InſtruQting 
their People. 
And now, What is there in all this that the Ci 
Magiſtrate had not a ſufficient Authority to Do? 
What is there in ſuch a Procedure, that is either pre- 
Judiciat to the Chriſtian Church, or contrary to any 
Part of the Gofpe/ of Chriſt? | 

That the Biſhops and Clergy of this Realm have 
certain Eftates, Honowrs, and Privileges, belonging 
to their Benefices and Promotions, is merely from the 
Grant, or Allowance, of the Cuil Magiſtrate. That 
they are Biſhops of ſach a Dioceſe, or Reflors of 
ſuch a Pariſh, is ſolely the Reſult of Human Diſpo- 
ſition and Authority. The King Nominates the Per- 
ſon, who is to be made a Biſhop ; He Confirms the 
Election of Him by the Clergy, as well as gives the 
Clergy Power to Elect: He grants Him the Eſtate 
and Honour Annex'd to his Biſhoprick: And all this 
not only upon Suppoſition of Fealty to be done for 
it, but with an expreſs Homage performed by every 
ſuch. Biſhop upon the Account of His Biſhoprick; 
and a Solemn Acknowledgment therein made, that 
He Holds both his Biſhoprick, and the Poſſeſſns of 
the ſame, of the King, and the Imperial Crown of this 
= Realm, 
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Realm. When therefore the Civil Power does, for 
any Offence by any ſuch Perſons Committed, or for 
any Duty refuſed, Deprive Them of their Biſhop- 
ricks, It takes nothing from them but what it had 
freely given them before: And it would be very 
ſtrange, that the Civil Magiſtrate ſhould have Au- 


thority to grant a certain Part of His Realm to a 


Biſhop to Exerciſe his Office in, and to Allot him a 
Competent Maintenance out of the Lands and Poſ- 
ſeſſions of the ſame Realm, for his Support in the 
Execution of the Office ſo Committed to Him; and 


+ yet, tho ſuch a Biſhop ſhould never ſo much Miſ- 


behave Himſelf towards his Prince, or A& never ſo 
contrary to the Intereſt of the Realm; Tho' he 
ſhould expreſsly declare the King to be an Uſarper, 
and refuſe to acknowledge his Lawful Power and 
Authority; Yet neither the K, nor his Parka- 
ment, ſhall have Power to Reſume their Own Grant; 
and Deprive Him of that Dioceſe, thoſe Honours 


and Revenues, which, upon the Confidence of his 


Continuance in his Sworn Fealty to the Crown, had 
been Committed to his Truft. 

I am ſure our firſt Reformers were ſo far from be: 
ing poſleſs'd with any ſuch Notions, that They made 
no ſcruple-to' take Commiſſions from the Crown to 
hold their Bi/hopr«c&s ; and to Exerciſe their uriſ- 
dition in them, during the Prince's Pleaſure. And 
it would be a very Ungrateful Return for the Remiſ- 
ſion of ſach a truly Severe, and I think undue, De- 
pendance upon the Will of the Prince, to ſet up for 
a Power out of the Reach both of the Kg, and 
the Law: And to pretend a Right to Exerciſe a Ju- 
riſdiction over his Subjects, and within his Realm, 
not only without his Permiſſion, but in Defianò of 
his Authority; and Oblige his People to Submit to 
it, on pain of Damnation. 

2 G 2 But 
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But if it ſhall be yet farther asked, Whether, not” 
withſtanding theſe Deprivations of the Nen-juring 
Biſhop's and Clergy, by the Authority of the Croul 
Magiftrate, the People are not ſtill Obliged to hold 
on their Communion with their Deprived Miniſters, 
and both the People and Clergy to Obey their Old 
Biſhops, and not to Receive or Communicate with 
Thoſe who are put into their Places? the Anſwer to 
this will be very eaſy. As ſoon as any ſuch Biſbope 
and Miniſters are Removed from. their Dioceſes and 
Pariſhes, the Relation ceaſes between Them, their 
Clergy and People; Who are from thenceforth to 
look upon Them no otherwiſe, than as if They were 
naturally Dead. 

For Proof whereof let it be confidered, that a Pa- 
riſhioner does not Communicate with His Miniſter, 
nor receive Him as ſuch, merely becauſe he is a 


Prieſt of the Chriſtian Church, duly Ordained to that 


Oficez but becauſe He is alſo Legally Conſtttuted the * 
Miniſter of bis Pariſh; It is for this Reaſon that, 
in Obedience to the Laws of the Realm, He pays 
him the Tythes, and Other Dues which he is Obli- 
ed, as a Pariſhioner, to pay to the Minifter of that 
Pari, upon the Account of the Houſes, or Lands, 
or other Eſtate, which he occupies in it. And the 
Miniſter, in Return, is Obliged by the ſame Laws, 
to Offciate in the -Pariſh Church: To Preach the 
Word, and Miniſter the Holy Sacraments, to all the 
Members of His Pariſh. But if either this Minter 
leaves His Pariſb, and takes ſome Other Cure; Or 
the Pariſbioner ceaſes to Inhabit in it, and Removes 
into another Pariſh ; all the Relation of Miniſter 
and Pariſhioner from thenceforth Ceaſes between 
Them; and there is no ſuch Obligation remaining 


from Either towards the Qther, 
ES HI NAS The 
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The ſame is the Caſe with a Biſhop, and his C 
Their Relation is founded upon the Right which 
the One has, by Law, to be Biſhop of that Dioceſe; 
and the Other, by the ſame Law, to be the Rector ot 
Vicar of ſome Cure within the ſame Dioceſe. But 
if either this Biſbop be Tranſlated to another Sce; or 
Reſigns his Biſbopricſt; or otherwiſe Leaves his Dio. 
ceſe, and another Orthodox Buſhop be Legally put in 
his place; Or if the Parochial Miniſter takes 2 
Living in another Dioce ſe, or Otherwiſe Reſigns, or 
Forfeits, or Avoids his Cure; in any of theſe Ca- 
ſes all the Relation Ceaſes between Them; and the 
Duty which ſuch a Miniſter before Ow'd to that 
Biſhop, is at an End and muſt be transferr'd to the 
Other Bec to whom, by Law, it Appertains. 
This is fo clear in the Cafe of Byhopricks more 
eſpecially, that when by Act of Parkament ſome New 
Drceſes were taken our of the Od Ones; as Glow- 
ceſler out of Worce fter , Oxford and Peterborough 
out of Lincoln; the Clergy, who before that A were 
Related to the Bjſbops of Worceſter or Lincoln, as 
their proper Ordinaries, to whom they o d their 
Canonual Obedience, were from thenceforth ſet at li- 
berty from all their Obligations to Them; and be- 
came Subject to thoſe other Biſhops, within whoſe 
New Eſtabliſh'd Diſtricts their Cures lay. 
In like manner, in the preſent Caſe z as ſoon 
thoſe Biſhops and Clergymen who Refuſed the 
Oaths, were for that Reaſon Deprived by the Au- 
thority of the Statute made in that Behalf, and 
new Biſhops and Cos were legally Conſtituted 
in their places; thoſe New Biſhops and Qurgynen 
became the Lawful, and Rightful Biſbops and Mmi- 
flers of their Reſpettive Pariſhes and Duoceſes ; 
and the Clergy and People were Obliged to Re- 
: „ ceive, 


$4 A indiratiom of the Realm, 
ceive, and Submit to Them, and Communicate 
goth chentagitugkt: [2 noo TT 
I, in Anſwer: to this, it ſhall be ſaid, that tis 
true indeed this is the Law of the Realm; but that 
the Laws of the Church are Otherwiſe ; and We 
ought not therefote to be ſo far Over-ruled by the 
One, as to Elude the Authority of the Other: 1 
muſt defire to know, What thoſe. Laws of the 
Church are, which'they would here ſer up in Oppo- 
fition to, and Derogation of, the Laws of the 
Rem. a SALE 
Is there any thing in this Procedure contrary to 
the Commands of Chriſt, or his Apaſtler? Is there 
any thing in the Holy Scriptures that Contradicts 
ſuch an Eſtablinment: 3 
. Have thoſe Sacred Writings any where declared, 
that if the Chriſtian Prince once makes a Man Biſhop 
of ſuch a Diaceſe, or Miniſtar of ſuch à Pariſb 
within His Realm; It ſhall not be in the Power of 
that Chriſtian Prince, on any Account whatſdever, 
to Remove Him from His Biſhsprick or Pariſb; 
Tho' He ſhould Refuſe to Own his Authority, or 
to Pray for Him in his Churck: Nay, tho he 
ſhould declare that he was an Uſurper; that ſome 
Other Perſon had a better Title to the Government; 
and teach the People to Believe the ſame; and in 
Conſequence thereof, ſnould ſtir Them up into Se- 
dition, or Rebellion againſt Him? 1 
Is there any Place, or Paſſage, in the New Te: 
ffament that teaches, that the Chriſtian Prince ha- 
ving, in his Own Defence, Removed ſuch a dange- 
rous Biſhop or Minifter, from his Dioceſe, or Pariſh, 
and put Another Orthodox Chriſtian Biſhop, or Minis 
Her, in his Place; the People nevertheleſs may, and 
ate in, Conſtienge bound, to Reject the 7er i 
r * eg ally 
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Legally Appointed to Succeed Him who is Removed; 
and to continue {till to Adhere to, and Communi- 
cate wich their former B:/hop, or Minifler, in defi- 
ance of their Chriſtian Prince, or Ruler. 

Hath our Saviour Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, any 
where ſaid, that, in ſuch a Caſe as this, Thoſe are 
the Schiſmaricks who Obey the Higher Powers, and 
Receive the Perſon whom They Appoint to Mini- 
ſter to Them in Holy things; not They who, under 
this pretence, Forſake the Communion of the Efta- 
bliſhed Church; and Set up Other Meetings, and 
Congregations, againſt it; and Adhere to their Se- 
ditious Biſhops and Paſtors, Who teach in ſuch 
ſeparate Aſſemblies ; in expreſs Diſobedience to, and 
Defiance of, the Authority of that Chriſtian Prince 
under Whom, and of the Laws of that Chriſtian 
Kingdom, in which, They live? 4 

It there be any ſuch Monſtrous DoQtines as theſe 
to be found in the Holy Scriptures , If our Bleſſed 
Lord, who came not to diſturb Civil Government, 
but more ſtrongly to enforce Obedience to it,” has 
thus ſet up his Church againſt the State; and Ere- 
Qed a Spiritual Kingdom, not only different from, 
but Oppoſite to, the Temporal! Kingdoms of the 
World ; ler this be ſhewn, and we will own Them 
fo be in the Right. Bur if this they cannor (as it 
is certain they cannot) Do; Let them not think to 
frighten us with their Own Inventions, but fear, 
leaſt by thus Preaching another wy. than what 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, either Preached or Taught, 


They fall under the dreadful Sentence of Sr. Paul, 


and become Anathema; a Reproach, and Curſe, both 
to God and Man. 


But it may be by the Laws of the Church they 
mean not any Rules, or Directions, of the Go/pe/ 
| of 
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of Chrift, but ſome Eccleſtaftica! Deciſions, or Cunſli- 
zutions, made by the Biſhops, or Synods of the 
Church, upon the like Occaſions. Whether any 
ſuch Canons or Determinations, have at any time 
been made, by any Biſhops, or in any Synods, 1 
ſhall not need to enquire. If there have, it may 
ſuffice to ſay, that either they were founded upon 
the Authority of God's Word, and then it muſt be 
ſhown what, and where, thoſe Paſſages of Holy 
Scripture are, on which they were founded: Or if 
not, I muſt then beg leave to put them in Mind, 
that no Canons, or 2 — contrary to the 
Laws of this Realm, or the King's Prerogatroe Royal, 
have any force in this Church; nor Qught in ſuch a 
Caſe to be at all Regarded by Us. 
In ſhort; As all the Pretence of Invaiidity in the 
Deprivation of Our Nonjuring Biſhops and Clergy, 
muſt ar laſt be Reſolved into the New, and Dange- 
rous Pretence, of the Independance of the Church 
upon the State: So it may Suffice to Anſwer all 
ſuch Exceptions, freely to tell them, that whilſt the 
Chriſtian Prince continues to Protect, and Defend 
the Chriſtian Church, and the Biſhops and Paſters of 
it, the Outward Policy and Government of the 
Church, muſt be ſubject to the Laws and Conflituti- 
ons of the State; and that it was the Will of Chr:t, 
and is for the Benefit of His Church, that it ſhould 
be ſo. And to Thoſe who yet doubt of it in the 
preſent Caſe ; I would only put this plain Suppoſi- 
tion: What if our Ads of Parliament which en- 
join the Taking of the Oaths to the preſent Govern- 
ment, had not only made it Loſs of Prefer mente 
in the Clergy to Refuſe them; but had moreover 
added the further Penalty of Baniſhment to it ? 
And that thereupon the Nonjuring Biſhops. and 
Clergy 


* 


* 
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Clergy had been immediately ſent out of the King- 
dom ? That this the Government might Lawfully 
have done, cannot be doubted: Let me therefore 


Ask, what in this Caſe, muſt have been the Conſe- 


quence of ſuch a Procedure ? Muſt there have been 


forthwith an End of the Chriſtian Religion in the 
Kingdom > Or might not the Biſhops that took the 


Oaths, have lawfully kept on a Succeſſion of Biſhops 


and Presbyters, to Teach and Inſtruct the People ; 
and to Miniſter the Sacraments to Them? And the 


Clergy have continued to Preach and Baprize, and 
do all other Things Neceſſary to maintain a Chriſti- 
an Church among Us? I can hardly think that any 
One will be ſo hardy as to ſay, that the Deprivation 
of a few Obſtinate, or Miſtaken Men, would have 
ſufficed to have put the who/e Kingdom under an Hu- 
terdift : And have obliged the Prince either to Re- 
{tore Them to their Places, notwithſtanding all their 
Evil Intentions againſt Him; or from thenceforth 
to have ſubmitted to a total failure of Criſtianity in 
His Realm; and have had his who/e Kinzdom, for 
the ſake of thoſe Ejelled Biſhops and Clergy, be- 
come a Kimnedom of Heathens and Publicans ; Of 
Perſons utterly Cut oft from the privileges of Chri- 
ſtianity; without Prayers, without Sacraments, 
without any Other Church Ordinances here; and 
under a Certain Expettarion of Eternal Damnation 
hereafter. And yet why Our Conforming Biſhops and 
Clergy ſhould be in a worſe condition by Their 
ſtaying here, than They would have been if They 


had all been ſent out of the Realm, it will I believe 


be no eaſy matter for any One to inform Us. 

But theſe are indeed nothing elſe but the Unrea- 
ſonable Effects of ſome Mens Prejudices: Who 
muſt firſt ſhew us, it * can, that Their Notions 

| OL 


* 


2 — 


58 AX Vindication of the Realm, 


Of Schiſm. of the Independent Power of the Church 
In a Chriſtian State; Of the Invalidity of (what they 
call) Lay Deprivations, and the like Chimæras of 

their own brains, are founded upon the Authorit 
of God's Word: Or, if they cannot do this, — 
give Us leave to ſay, that we are not to be fright- 
ned with the Bruta Fulmina of Their Uncharitable 
Cenſures; having learnt from the Holy Scriptures, 
That the Curſe Cauſeleſs ſhall not come; and, That 
in vain do they think to Honour Chriſt, (let me add, 
or to do any true Service to his Church) Who thus 
run away, They know not why, with their Own 
fond Conceits; and Teach for Doctrines the Command- 
ments of men. | 
From what has been ſaid it appears, * That thoſe 
Biſhops and Clergymen, who have Refuſed to take 
the Oaths, and have thereby fallen under the Pena/ty 
of thoſe Statutes which Enjoined the taking of 
Them, have been juſtly Deprived of their Benefices 
and Promotions. That the Government, on this 
Occaſion, did nothing but what it had a ſufficient 
Authority to do; and what had often before been 
done, in the like Cafes, * That being ſo Deprived, 
all their Right Ceaſed to their ſeveral Dioceſes and 
Cures , and, with That, all the Ob/gation of the 
Clergy and People, either to Communicate with Them, 
or Obey Them, as their Lawfu! Biſhops and Paſtors. 
* That thoſe Biſhops and Paſtors, who Succeeded 
them in their reſpective Dioce ſes and Pariſhes, be- 
ing both Orthodox in the faith, and Lamfully put 
into their places; the Clergy and People were Obliged 
to Submit to Them, and Recerve Them, as their 
proper Biſpops and Paſtors; and to hold Communion 
with Them as ſuch. The Conſequence of all which 
muſt neceſſarily be this ; * That Thoſe who Refuſe 
o 


and Church of ENGLAND. 59 
to Communicate with Them, and Obey Them, upon 
the groundleſs pretence of any Injury done to, or 
any Right remaining in, the Ejefed Biſhops and 
Clergy ; and thereupon ſet up Separate Congregatt- 
ons, Diltin& from thoſe of the Efabi/h'd Church, 
and Conſecrate New Biſhops in Oppoſition to Her 
Paſtors; muſt be the Perſons Guilty of Schiſm; 
and anſwer to God for all that & which, by their 
Own Confeſſion, will lie either upon Them or Us; 
and for all thoſe Evils and Calamities, which they - 
have been Endeavouring by this means, to bring 
upon Our Church and Nation. And tho”, in mat- 
ters of this Nature, I muſt freely Own that I have 
no great Regard to what Thoſe of other Countries 
(with whom we have nothing to do, nor They with 
Us,) have either Determined, or Practiſed, on the 
like Occaſions; Yet I believe it will be hard to pro- 
duce any Inſtances, in any part of the Chri/t:an 
Church, wherein it has been thought allowable to 
ſeparate from the Orthodox Biſhops and Clergy of an 
Eflabhiſh'd Church, meerly upon this Account, that 
the Chriſtian Magiſtrate had, for ſome great Crime 
Committed againſt His Government, or upon ſome 
Other Juſt Offence given by Them, Deprived cer- 
tain of His Biſhops or Clergy of their Prefermentsz 
and Cauſed Other Orthodox Brhops and Clergymen, 
to be regularly Choſen and Admitted into their 
- JW 

And now having thus fairly ſhewn what Our 
Opinions, as to all theſe matters, are, and what the 
Reaſons upon which we Account Our Selves Obliged 
to Act as we do, both with refpe& to our Sub- 
miſſion to the preſent Government, and our Coni- 
munion with the Church of England by Law Efla- 
Bib d: Let me, in the Name of God, beſeech all 
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Impartial Perſons, even Thoſe who differ from Us 
in ſome, perhaps in moſt, of the Particulars before 
mentioned, ſeriquſly ro Conſider, What Occaſion 
has been given for thoſe Unhappy Diviſions which 
have been ſo cauſeleſly Raiſed, and fo fatally refs 
up among, Us? And what ground there is for tho 

raſh C-nſures, which ſome Men are pleaſed, with 

+ much bitter Anger and Malice, to Caſt upon 

S? | | 

Is it that we Complain of the Unwarrantable 
Meaſures taken by King FAMES to Oppreſs a 
free People; to turn our Limited and Legal, into 
an Arbitrary and Abſolute Monarchy; and that in 
Order to the bringing in of Popery, with all its 
deſtructive Conſequences, Upon Us; and thereby 
rendring Us equally Slaves, both as to that Tem 
ral and Spiritual Tyranny, from which we had To 
long and happily been Deliver d? Forgive Us this 
fault. We Confeſs we did Complain of that Prince's 
Unjuſt and Oppreſſive Attempts z nay and do ſtill - 
think we had good reaſon to complain of Them: 
And that we ſhould have been the worſt of Tray- 
tors both to our Church and Country, had we not 
been concern'd at the Approaching Deſolation of 
Both: And have even deſerved thoſe Fetters, which 
were prepared for Us, if we had not been defirous 
to*do all we Lawfully Could, to prevent our being 
ſervilely bound with them. 

Or is it that we Rejorced heartily at the Delive- 
rance Which it pleaſed God, in his great mercy, to 
Send to Us? That we were pleated to think that a 
Generons Prince had pitied our Misfortunes; and 
was Reſolved to free Us from that Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion, which he ſaw was breaking in, like a 
Torrent, upon Us? We freely Contels this 17 5 | 

2 


— yl —_— rer = as => my LAS RY. YT WA 7 = 
bot PW” 2 1 = r Wer 
I SOS EEE Sl, bf, :t 


and Church FENG LAND. Gr 


We were pleaſed at the proſpect, and we did ſe- 
cretly Offer up to God thoſe Tharks then, which 
we have ever ſince publickly Repeated in Our 
Church on the happy day of his Coming to Us; 
That He gave King W ILLLAM a ſaſe Arrival 
Here; and made all Oppoſition fall before Him, till 
He became Our King and Governor. The Bleſſing 


certainly was very great; To be delivered from ſuch 


an imminent Ruin by a foreign Prince, who had no 
Obligation either of Law or Conſcience, to reſtrain 
him from ſuch an Enterprize; but great Induce- 
ments, both upon his Own, and his Country's Ac- 
caunt; to prevent our being Sacrificed to the Arbi- 
trury Will of an Oppreſſor at Home; and to the fa- 
tal Service of the French Meaſures, ſo dangerous to 
all irs Neighbours abroad. | 
Is it that Some among Us join'd in that Invaſi- 
on; Others Approved of it: Many Invited the Prince, 
upon King FAMES's wirhdrawing Himſelf, to 
take the Government upon Him; and All Refuſed 
to Expreſs any Reſentments againſt what was do- 
ing, or to Encourage the People to Aſſiſt the King, 
in Oppoſing of it? But can it be thought Reaſona- 
ble that any People, in our Circumſtances, | ſhould, 
or ought to have done Otherwiſe ? Were we re- 
duced. to ſuch a paſs, that we could not ar all, or 
not without the Odious Appearance of Rebellion, 
have Riſen againſt the Un/awfu/ Executioners of that 
Prince's Illegal and Arbitrary Commands, Our ſelves: 
Which yer rather than have Sacrificed our Latos, 
Liberty, Religion; all that is Valuable either as to 
this Life, or Another, we ought, as by our Lega! 
Conſtitution we might juſtly have done; (For I know 
no Power that a Britiſp King has to Commiſſion 
any Perſons to Oppreſs the leaſt of His Subjefs, 
much 


— 


2 2 
— _— L - C 
_— 4 
"Wa "+ 4 
dy I” a * o 
—Lr k nVAf uo —ꝙ/ꝛꝓꝓꝓ — — — 
— 


— 


-= . >. 
> 
— — — * 
- k — 
„7 ... 
% 


p y . * — 
Me 7 - Fe i. FLY 
— — — SI n * a * _ — 
A 4 — — - od - 2 
2 FF — : — 
- IR — © 
2 ——— —— 
* 2 Pp 
— 1 = 


— OW Oo 


w - 4 — — um 
— — — — 
n * — — — * WS. - * 2 
- — 7 
* 8 a 2 
2 2 : 
2 — ” — * — 


— — 
— — 7ĩcͤ—rͤug— — om pot F„5K oe 1 On — 
— 


— 
m_ mo — 


.* * 


62 MA Vindication of the Realm, 
much leſs to Enſlape the whole Nation, contrary to 
Law; nor are Thoſe who Accept of ſuch Unlawful 
Commiſſions, in the Eye of our Laws, ever the more 
Authorized, or Commiſſioned at all:) and when God, 
in ſuch ' a Critical Juncture, ſent us a Deliverer, 
ſhould we have joined with the King,” and his Po- 
piſh Inſtruments, to fight againſt our Own Liberty? 
Should we have Reproached that Deliverer for one 
of the moſt Laudahle and Heroical Enterprizes, 
that ever a Generous Prince Undertook > This was 
ſuch a ContradiCtion to all ſenſe of duty to Our 
Selves, and our Poſterity, that even our (afterwards) 
Nonjuring Bhops, plainly Refuſed the King, at 
the very time of the Invaſion, to concur in it. 
And as for Inviting the Prince to rake the Govern- 
ment upon Him, when King FAMES had left Us 
without any Legal Government at all; What would 
they have had the Nation do? The King was Gone: 
The Government was Diſſolbed: All was running in- 
to Anarchy and Confuſion. The People were every 
where up in Numbers; Burning, Demoliſhing, De- 
ſtroying both the Houſes and Goods of Thoſe 
whom they Eſteemed the Nation's Enemies. What 
could the Lords and Commons have done more natu- 
rally, or more Effectually, to ſecure the Publick 
Peace, than to deſire the Prince to take the Govern- 
ment upon Him, till it ſnould again be ſettled in a 
Legal Way? If this were a Crime, it was ſuch as 
the Circumſtances of the Nation made abſolutely - 
Neceſſary. But be it right or not, it was the Per- 
ſonal Act of Thoſe only Who concurr'd in it; And 

therefore they only muſt Anſwer for it. 
Or is it our Crime that when King 7A MES, a 
Second time, Forſook the Realm; Diſſolved the 
Government; Left none to take the Exerciſe of it 
in 
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in his Abſence ( Infomuch that the approaching 
Term could not be held; nor any Legal Proceſſes be 
made in it) The Convention, which was Summoned 
to Settle the Kingdom, Vored this Deſertion to be 
an Abdication: And, as the neceſſary Conſequence 
of that, the Throne to be Vacant? And thereupon 
proceeded to fill it up with the next Proteſtant Heirs, 
(the Princeſs of Denmark agreeing that the Prince 
of Orange ſhould be placed before Her) King 
WILLIAM and Queen MARN? Bur, ing 6. 


- fing Thoſe who were of that Opinion, to have 


Miſtaken; That it was not truly an Abdication; nor 
ought to have had ſuch an Advantage taken of it; 
yet ſtill They who Voted this, muſt here again An- 
ſwer to God for it; the Nation is not Reſponſible 
for their Error. And yet, I believe, it will be hard 
to ay what an Abdication is, if the Forſaking of a 
Kingdom after ſuch Attempts, under ſuch Circum- 
ances, and in ſuch a Manner, as that Unhappy 
Prince did, does not Amount to One. 

But, whether it were truly an Abdtcation or not, 
thus the Lords for Themſelves, and the Commons, on 
the behalf of the Reſt of the Kingdom, judged it; 


and thereupon the ng and Queen were put into the 


Throne; were Crown'd; and took Poſſeſſion of the 
Government: And when the Convention was made a 
Parhament, All that had been done in the One, was 
confirmed by the Other; and the Oath of Allegiance, 
which before had been taken to King FAMES, 
was Ordered to be taken to King WILLIAM and 
— 72 MART. Here therefore I would again 
ASK; 

When Matters were come to this paſs, Was it 
our Fault that we Submitted to what the Convention 
and Parliament had done; and took the Oath of Al. 


legiance 


* 
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tegiance to the King and Queen in Poſſeſhon, as we 
were by that Satute Required to do? Let me Ap- 
peal to All who are acquainted either with the Lats 
or Hiſtory of our Country, Whether this had not al- 
ways been accounted the Exgliſß Subjects Duty; and 
Openly declared ſo to be; (not fince the Revolution, 
nor to ſerve the Intereſt of That; but ſeveral Ages 
before any of Thoſe who were concerned in the 
Revolution were Born) by the Judges and Lawyers, 
who Wrote, and Judged, and Determined this to 
be the Law; and that under the Reigns of thoſe 
Princes, who had Right, as well as Poſſeſſion, on 
their Side? I ſhall not need to offer any Inſtances in 
proof of this: Dr. HIGDEN has fo fully and 
unanſwerably done it, that I verily believe no One, 
who has duly Examined this Matter, can really 
doubt of the Truth of it. 

And if Poſſeſhon alone, by our Law, Determines 
Our Allegiance to the Prince who ſits upon the Throne, 
{ſurely the Continuance of that Poſſeſſion tor ſo many 
Succeſſive Reigns, during the Courſe of Eight and 
Twenty Years, will add yet more Strength to the 
Right of the peaceable, and Settled Poſſeſſor: And, 
give Him ſuch a Irie, as not only the Law of 
ENGLAND, but the Laws of all Nations, direct 
Every People to Acquielce in. And, upon ſuch Re- 
volutions, either there never muſt. be a Settlement 
again at all; nor Subjects ever any more live in 
Peace; Or it muſt be granted, that it is their Duty 
ro Submir to thoſe Princes whom the Providence of 
God has ſer over Them; and Supported ſo man 
Years in the Enjoyment of the Crown, againſt all 
the Powers of their Enemies: Wirhout Enquirin 
into their Rights, which the People, for the moſt 
part, are very unfit, nor would it become them, to 
| | Judge 
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judge of, And in this, I conceive, We have not 
only the Laws of Men, but the Precepts of the 
Gol, el, on our Side; in thoſe Paſſages which chiefly 
preſcribe the Duty of Swbjefts to the Higher Powers. 
There is therefore neither Perjury nor Rebellion 
in what we do, in paying Our Allegiance to the 


preſent Government, and readily taking thoſe Oaths 


which it Requires of us. As for the Caſe of Sepa- 
ration from Our Communion in Church Matters; Let 
me farther Ask Thoſe who lay any blame to Us on 


that Account, 


Was it any New Thing, firſt begun upon the Re- 


, volution, to Require Oaths of Allegiance from the 


Subject to His King ? Or was not the Crown in Poſ- 
ſeſhon of ſuch a Demand long before ? Had not our 
Princes, at leaſt from the time of King FA M ES 
the Firſt, conſtantly impoſed the like Oathe? And 
were They ever blamed for impoſing of Them ? 

IF it be the Penalty They Except againſt; the 


lame Queſtions Recurr upon Them. Were not 


Oaths before Exacted; and Other Duties Required 
of the Clergy, under the Penalty of a Deprivation 
ipſo facto? Did not Queen ELIZABETH up- 
on the like Clauſe of One of Her Ads of Parlia- 


nent, Deprive about fourteen Biſhops who refuſed 


to take the Oath of Supremacy ; befides Many of 


the Inferior Clergy, who loſt their Preferments on 


the ſame Account? Were not Thoſe, whom King 
CHARLES the 114 at his Return found iu Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Parochial Churches of the Realm, De- 
. by the like Clauſe in our Ad of Uniformiy ? 

yet no Exception taken either by our firlt Re- 


formers under the Queen, Or by our Own Biſhops 


nd Clergy, under the King ; as if any thing had 
n hereby . contrary to the Laws 
the 


r 
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the Goſpel, or the Rights of the Chriſtian Church. 
And how then comes that now, in this One Caſe 
only, to be ſo great a Crime, as even to warrant a 
Separation from our EHabliſhd Church, which nei- 
ther Our Anceſtors thought any fault at all, in the 
Caſe of the Pop1/h Biſhops and Clergy ; nor We our 
Selves ever complained of, when it was to turn the 
Diſſenters out of their Churches, and bring thoſe of 
Our Own Communion into their Places. 

Has the Law of God any where tied up the Hands 
of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, that he ſhould not have 
Power to demand an Oath of Fidelity of his Biſhops 
and Clergy, as well as of the Laity? Has it Re- 
ſtrained Him from Depriving Them of the Privi- 
lege of Publick Miniſtring within his Territories, if 
They ſhall Refuſe to take ſuch an Oath, when Re- 
quired of Them ? Nay rather, Has it not Com- 
manded All, both Clergy and Laity, to be Swbjeft 
10 the Higher Powers, and either to do what thoſe 
Higher Powers Enjoyn, Or to Submit to what they 
Inflict ? Which how thoſe can pretend to do, Who 
inſtead of Submitting quietly to the Sentence of 
the Law, diſturb Heaven and Earth; Raiſe Schiſine 
and Faclions in the One, and call for Vengeance from 
the Other, upon All that will not run into the ſame * 
Exceſs of Fury and Madneſs with Themſelves; 
I ſhall leave the warmeſt of theſe Men, in their 
Cooler Hours, to Conſider. | 

If being deſtitute of all Relief from the Law of 
God, Or the Commands of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ;, 
They ſhall Retire for Shelter to the Opinions of Men, 
Or the Canons of foreign Churches; let me once 
more ask : Whether They do in their Conſciences 
think ſuch Opinzons, or ſuch Definitions, ought to 
be of any force with Us, when they run counter - 
* ; tne 
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the Laws of the Realm, and the Prerogative of the 
Crown ? Which ſhould the Engifh. Subject rather 
follow; the Commands of Thoſe whom God re- 
quires Us to Obey, Or the Opinions of Thoſe who 
have no Power, no Authority over Us, to which 
either God, or Man, obliges us to be Subject. 

J heartily wiſh, that all Thoſe who have hitherto 
either been Miſtaken Themſelves in theſe matters, 
or have Miſled Others, would calmly and impartial- 
ly Conſider theſe things; and ſee, Whether they 
can indeed Juſtify Themſelves, in the part They 
have had both in Raiſing, and Keeping Up ſuch 
fatal Diviſons and Schiſms in our Church and State: 
That they would Examine Our Reaſons; and judge 
more equitably of our Proceedings : That they 
would, at leaſt, Believe Us, when we aſſure Them, 
in the preſence of God, and before the face of Man- 
kind, that we are fully and clearly perſuaded, that 
in what we have heretofore done, or ſtill continue 
to do, with regard to the Publick, We have neither 
been Guilty of Rebellion, nor Perjury, nor Schiſm; 
nor given Juſt Occaſion to Any to Separate from Our 
Communion ;, much leſs to lay ſuch heavy Crimes to 
Our Charge. | | 

But if this be a favour we muſt not expect 
from Them, Let me, at leaſt, heſeech all Others, 
who have any Regard left to the Peace and 
Welfare of their Country, to take heed how they 
Enter into any ſuch deſperate and deſtructive 
Meaſures with Them, as can End in Nothing, 
but either their Own, or the Public Ruin. We 
have Truth, We have Right, We have the Laws 
of God and Man on our Side: All theſe plead 
for, and Require, our Loyalty to our King; Our 
Sredfaft Communion with the Eſtabhſh'd * 

ur 
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Our Love, ant. Peace, and Carty, towards Faclt * 
Other. If we faithfully fulfill theſe „ 
and ſtand faſt in that Liberty with wwhich the Bi: 
vine Providence hath ſo eminently concurr d 1 
make . us free; We ſhall then be ſecure, in de? 
ſpight of all that our Enemies can do to diſtutb 
our Repoſe. But if, inſtead. of ſuch a Firmneſs, 

we ſhall ſuffer our ſelves ro be either Affright: 

ed, ot Deluded, out of our own Happineſs; and. 

joyn with Them to Reſtore that Tyranny, Slave- 

ry, and Idolatry, which we have fo ; narrowly, 


„ 


eſcaped; Our laſt State will be worſe than our | 
fot. We hall pay ſeverely + for all the Trous - 5: 
bles, and Dangers, and Loſſes, to which we have 
for ſo many . Years, Expoſed a Furious Party, 1 
Which even now knows not how to Obſerve aA It 
Meaſures of Truth or Fuſtice ,, Mercy or ,Charuy, + 
with Us; And, if ever They get the better of Us | "a 
will ſet no Bounds, either to their Own Malice, ot it, 
to our Miſery. - „„ WS. 
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